Date: Saturday, Sept. 12, 2026

Time: 1:30 Informal “talk story”
2:00 Meeting starts

Place: Kamana Senior Center,

127 Kamana St., Hilo
Speaker: Andres Ramos
Program: Orchid Conservation in Mexico

Andres Ramos from Mexico is the winner of our 2026
grant for orchid
conservation. He is the
founder of Orchidarc, an
organization dedicated to
orchid conservation in
Mexico, protecting rare
and endangered species.

He will speak to us
about the orchids that
they are saving in
Mexico, including Laelia
anceps, which he is
pictured with. Andres has made a 35-minute film
about these orchids called “Lily of All Saints” which
you can see at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=90zJdv3ggG0

Interested in the orchids of Mexico? Don’t miss
this meeting!

Kona Orchid Show

The Kona Orchid Society is holding their Kona
Orchid Show on Sept. 12 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.,
unfortunately the same day as our HOS meeting.
General admission is $2. A limited number of special
early bird admission tickets are available at $20,
starting at 8:00 a.m. for those who want first pick of
orchids from the vendors before they sell out. For
more info, see the Kona Orchid Society website at
https://konaorchidsociety.squarespace.com
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Hilo Orchid Show & Show Theme
The 72" annual Hilo Orchid Show was a huge
success. We had 900 more people attend this year
than last year, making the number of our total visitors
close to 6,000 for the three-day show.

Thank you to all of our volunteers and vendors
who made the Hilo Orchid Show “Orchids: Legends
and Lore” possible!

We are asking for your ideas for the 2027 Orchid
Show Theme. Thank you to some members who have
already submitted their ideas. Please email your ideas
to hiloorchidsociety@gmail.com. The deadline is
October 7. The membership will vote on the theme at
our October 10" meeting.

Traditionally, we announce the theme of the Show
at the Holiday Party in December.

Kathy Gollaher

Board Positions for 2027

Four positions on the HOS Board of Trustees open up
at the end of the year: Corresponding Secretary,
Recording Secretary and two Trustee positions. Being
on the board allows you to weigh in on important
decisions that affect the orchid society. Board
members vote on all financial decisions and as a group,
conduct the business of the orchid society.

Right now, the nominating committee is looking
for people who are interested in running for the Board.
At the October Board meeting, the committee will
present their names to the trustees. Short bios of the
nominees will be published in the November
newsletter, and at the November meeting, the
membership will vote.

If you’re interested or would like to learn more
about the open Board positions, please drop by the
membership desk at the September meeting or email
the nominating committee chair Kathryn Duval at
Kathryn.S.Duval@gmail.com.
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Message from the President

Aloha Hilo Orchid Society members!

We hope that you all are recovering from
Hurricane Lala. We were disappointed to cancel our
August Annual Picnic, but the weather wasn’t
cooperating. When Tropical Storm Moke threatened
our island, we decided that enough was enough. That
said, we are looking forward to seeing you all at our
September meeting at Kamana Senior Center.

At the September meeting we will celebrate the
success of the 72" Hilo Orchid Show, “Legends and
Lore.” Thank you volunteers and vendors for
making this event possible.

133 new members signed up at the Show.
Welcome! Below is some helpful information for
you.

Our usual meeting includes:

e A Show & Tell table where orchids grown by our
members are on display and commented on by
American Orchid Society judges. If you bring a
show and tell orchid, you can tell Vivian (our
opportunity ticket salesperson) and receive a free
opportunity ticket.

e A program, which may feature a speaker, slides,
a demonstration workshop, panel discussion or
other activities around orchids. This month, we
will have a speaker, Andres Ramos.

e Potluck refreshments: If you bring a potluck
item, you can tell Vivian and receive a free
opportunity ticket.

e A Silent Auction table, where members may sell
up to 6 plants at the Silent Auction or bid on
orchids at reasonable prices.

e At the end of the meeting, we have the
Opportunity Drawing for lucky members to select
an orchid from the Opportunity Table. The
orchids on the Opportunity Table are provided by
different orchid nurseries each month.

We also have three Annual Activities at different

venues:

» The Hilo Orchid Show usually takes place during
the last weekend in July. Our show chair starts
planning the Show immediately after the
previous Show. We usually form various show
committees in March. This is our largest
fundraising event.

» Our Annual Picnic is usually in August.

» Our Holiday Party is in December and features
an auction of donated plants, one of the Society’s
principal fund-raising activities.

Our ongoing Projects and Events include:

e The Orchid Isle Project (OIP) where members
place orchids in trees in various public places.
We will give you more information on the next
OIP after it is planned.

e “Orchids at the Zoo”, led by Eric Guttormsen,
places orchids in trees at the zoo. It is a casual
project and if you contact Eric, he will inform
you of the meeting dates.

e Nursery Tours: We plan to have a tour of a
private nursery this year. More information will
follow.

Please contact me at hiloorchidsociety(@gmail.com
or kathygorchids@gmail.com if you have any
questions, or ideas to improve HOS. If you prefer,
you can phone or text me at 808-937-2583.

With warm aloha,

Kathy Gollaher
President, Hilo Orchid Society

Send Us Your Photos

Each year we have an Orchid Photo Contest. The
only rules are: (1) the photo has to include a
blooming orchid, and (2) you have to be the
photographer, though you don’t have to be the
grower. We want your photos, not some photo that
you found on the Internet.

We accept photos up until October 1. Please send
us your photos now, because in addition to the
contest, we like to post our members’ photos on the
HOS Facebook page.

You can email your orchid photos to Larry at
hiloorchidsociety@gmail.com, the same address
from which you get the HOS newsletter. And please
tell us the name of the orchid if you know it. Mahalo!
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Orchid Stories
Vanilla
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Left: Vanilla vine growig up a tree.
Center: Vanilla planifolia flowers, grown by Ellen Train.

Right: Ripe vanilla “bean” full of tiny seeds (and flavor). Photo courtesy of mizmarek on Flickr.com by Creative Commons license.

Vanilla is the only orchid that is commercially grown
as a food crop. Vanilla “beans”, the source of the
vanilla that we use to flavor ice cream, milkshakes
and desserts, are actually the seedpods of a vanilla
orchid, usually Vanilla planifolia. The word vanilla
comes from the Spanish for “little pod”.

Vanilla was grown by the Aztecs, who called it
tlilxochitl. The Aztecs also grew cacao (chocolate).
Both vanilla and chocolate were introduced to Europe
in the 1520s by the Spanish conquistador Cortés, and
desserts have never been the same since.

The story of vanilla pollination is fascinating.
Each flower must be pollinated within 12 hours of
opening, or it will not produce a seedpod. In the wild
in Mexico, vanilla orchids are thought to be pollinated
by Euglossine (orchid) bees, though this has not been
directly observed. But these Mexican bees are not
present in other tropical countries such as Madagascar
and Indonesia, where most vanilla is currently grown.

In the 1820s, French colonists brought vanilla
plants to Réunion, an island in the Indian Ocean, with
the hope of starting production there. But the flowers
did not set seed because the bees to pollinate them
were absent. A method of hand-pollinating vanilla
was known, but it was slow and required too much
effort to make cultivating vanilla a moneymaking
proposition.

Then, in 1841, Edmond Albius, a 12-year-old
slave on a plantation in Réunion, invented a method
to quickly pollinate the vanilla orchid using a thin
stick or blade of grass and a simple thumb gesture.
Suddenly, vanilla became a commercially viable
crop.

Albius was freed when France outlawed slavery
in 1848, but he was convicted of stealing jewelry and
sentenced to ten years in prison. However, the
governor commuted his sentence in light of his
enormous contribution to vanilla production.

To this day, the flowers in vanilla plantations have
to be hand-pollinated, which, even using Albius’
technique, is still a labor-intensive process. This is
why vanilla is so expensive.

Artificial vanilla flavoring contains a compound
called vanillin, which can be produced synthetically.
But it’s not the same as vanilla from real vanilla
seedpods, which have been shown to contain 171
aromatic compounds, of which vanillin is only one.

Vanilla orchids are among the few orchid plants
that grow as vines. You can grow a vanilla orchid,
but you need to provide a trellis or suitable support
for the vine. The vine needs to get quite long before
it reaches flowering size, so you may need to wind it
up and down and around the trellis several times.

Larry Kuekes



August AOS Awards Photos by Glen Barfield

Cattleya Loddiglossa 'Isabel Rosalia' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros
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Left: Cattleya Allen Condo 'Ben's Fav' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros
Right: Cattleya Allen Condo 'Sebastian Ferrell' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros
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Left: Cattleya Sideways 'The Day After Yesterday' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros
Right: Cattleya tigrina var. coerulea 'Gabriel Amaru' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros

Left: Cattleya Loddiglossa 'Mirtha Isabel' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros
Right: Masdevallia Cheryl Shohan 'Peace Princess' HCC/AOS, grown by Okika




Hilo Orchid Society Officers and Trustees

President — Kathy Gollaher Past President — Ellen Train

Vice President — Tom Mirenda Trustee 2025-2026 — Kathryn Duval
President-Elect — Steve Meyer Trustee 2025-2026 — Lise Dowd
Treasurer — Lori Fuller Trustee 2026-2027 — Daniel Bark
Recording Secretary — Larry Kuekes Trustee 2026-2027 — Dorothea Fendentz

Corresponding Secretary — Dana Culleney

Hilo Orchid Society
P.O Box 4294
Hilo, HI 96720
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Visit us on the web at
www.hiloorchidsociety.org

Contact us at
hiloorchidsociety(@gmail.com
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