From Simon Pugh Jones of Writhlington School UK
We would like to introduce you to the MRSM, SARORSO, Mendip, Writhlington Orchid Project.
The project partners are:
MRSM School, Kuching, Sarawak
Sarawak Orchid Society
Mendip and Writhlington Schools, UK.
The project aims to develop orchid conservation and education in Sarawak by linking local
schools in Sarawak with Writhlington and Mendip Schools in the UK where students have
developed internationally recognised expertise in orchid propagation, science, conservation and
orchid education over the past thirty years. The project also links the schools to the local
community and support through the Sarawak Orchid Society.
In July 2019 the first team of students from the UK travelled to Sarawak to set up and
commission an orchid propagation laboratory at MRSM School, Kuching. The UK students
specified, ordered and delivered the laboratory as well as training MRSM students in basic
laboratory techniques including media making, seed sowing and relating seedlings.
The team of MRSM students then presented their learning at the Asia Pacific Orchid Congress
(Kuching) to show propagation techniques and highlight efforts for orchid conservation in
Sarawak.
They presented the aims for the projects as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To set up Sarawak’s first orchid propagation laboratory
To develop orchid propagation skills
To propagate Sarawak orchid species from seed in-vitro
To develop research skills and experimental skills to support the effectiveness of
the project.
To conserve the orchid species of Sarawak
To share knowledge and experience for the benefit of the community
To enhance science and conservation education in schools
To develop innovative ex-situ conservation initiatives in the community
To develop a model that can be shared with other communities
To recognise the potential and empower young people in Sarawak to become the
leaders in conservation in the future
To develop transferable skills for future careers in biotechnology and related
industries

In October 2019 a group of 12 students travelled from Mendip/Writhlington to Sarawak (aged
14-16) and each delivered a workshop on orchids, botany, field techniques, threats to
biodiversity, propagation techniques, deflasking etc, to the now larger student group at MRSM
school.
Real progress is being made in the MRSM laboratory, in the new MRSM shade house, and in
developing a growing community interest in Sarawak Orchids and their conservation.

I attach posters designed by the MRSM students and used to share their learning with the rest
of the school cohort through a very enjoyable expo event which was also attended by the public.
The next steps for the project are exciting, challenging and we hope will make a significant
difference to Sarawak awareness of orchid conservation and education by engaging with the
wider school community and through school communities, the wider community in Sarawak.

1. Embed the MRSM, SARORSO laboratory and ensure success in producing
sustainable orchid seedlings for education and conservation.
2. To apply to the authorities to involve other schools in other communities, to work
with the sustainable plants being raised at MRSM School, develop educational
materials linked to the science curriculum and focused on the importance of
biodiversity conservation, and broaden the range of orchid science and
conservation activities taking place.
3. Embark on experimental reintroductions of sustainable orchids to cultural centres
and oil palm areas with a view to enhancing biodiversity in areas where the forest
has been lost and provide a positive model for environmental enhancement
In practical terms the project is coordinated by Simon Pugh-Jones (Teacher and lead of the
Writhlington. Mendip orchid Project and Tengku Auvaroza Tengku Abraham, founder of the
Sarawak Orchid Society.
The schools involved are not for privileged students. Writhlington and Mendip Schools are UK
state comprehensives serving the communities of Radstock and the surrounding villages in
South West England. MRSM school, Kuching, is a charitable school providing a specialist
Science curriculum to mainly underprivileged students with identified p[potential in science)

