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Next Meeting 
Date:  Saturday, Nov. 8, 2025 
Time:  1:30 Informal “talk story” 
 2:00 Meeting starts 
Place: Kamana Senior Center, 
 127 Kamana St., Hilo 
Speaker: Tanya Lam 
Program: Long-Lasting and Frequently 

Blooming Orchid Species 
Some orchid species are particularly rewarding to 
grow, either because the flowers are long-lasting, or 
the plants bloom frequently.  This month, Tanya Lam 
will tell us about these rewarding orchid species. 

Tanya Lam has 
been growing orchids 
since 1997.  She grows 
many species and 
hybrids in San Jose, 
California, with a 
collection of over 
2000 plants and 50 
genera. 

Tanya gives many 
orchid talks to orchid 
societies in the San 
Francisco Bay area, 
where she conducts 
her Human Resources System consulting business.  
But orchids have become her obsession and second 
profession.  She loves to travel and has seen orchids 
growing in their native habitats in Australia, the 
Bahamas, Brazil, China, Ecuador, Puerto Rico, 
Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. 

If you’d like to find out about orchids that provide 
you with more blooming time by staying in bloom 
longer or by reblooming multiple times a year, don’t 
miss this meeting! 

Sign Up for the Holiday Party 
There will be no regular meeting in December.  
Instead, we’re holding our annual Holiday Party and 
Auction on Sat. Dec. 13 at the Hilo Yacht Club. 

The event includes a delicious lunch, followed by 
an auction of donated plants, where you have the 
chance to obtain some special orchids and benefit 
your Society at the same time. 

You must sign up and pay in advance, and you 
must specify your choice for the lunch: a chicken/fish 
combo or vegetarian pesto pasta.  The price is $25 per 
person for HOS members.  This price is heavily 
subsidized by HOS (the actual price is closer to $60).  
Because space at the Yacht Club is limited, we can 
only sign up HOS members at present.  If space is 
available in November we may be able to sign up 
guests at a price around $60. 

You can sign up at the November meeting, or you 
can mail a check for $25 per person to: 

 Hilo Orchid Society 
 P.O. Box 4294 
 Hilo, HI  96720 

Enclose a note saying this is for the holiday party, and 
specify your menu choice (chicken/fish or 
vegetarian).  Places at the lunch are filling up, so we 
must receive your check before the Nov. 8 meeting. 

 
For Sale at the November Meeting 
We will be selling our Orchid Isle 2026 calendar at 
the November meeting.  It features orchids grown by 
our members right here on the Orchid Isle.  It makes 
a great Christmas gift.  You can buy it for $9. 

Also for sale will be black tote bags with the HOS 
logo, $20. 
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Election of Officers and Trustees 
The election of officers and trustees for 2026 will take 
place at the November meeting. Board members serve 
two-year terms, with half the members up for election 
each year.  For 2026, our Nominating Committee has 
produced the following slate of officers and trustees: 
 
President 
Kathy Gollaher is our 
current President-Elect and 
was our Show Chair in 2025.  
She says, “Not only have I 
met amazing members and 
orchid nursery people, but I 
have been introduced to so 
many new varieties of 
orchids. It will be a pleasure 
to lead the Hilo Orchid 
Society as President for 
2026-27 and share our love 
of orchids.” 

President-Elect 
Steve Meyer.  With over 45 
years in the Green 
Industry, Steve was the 
Horticulturist for the 
Chicago Park District’s 
Lincoln Park and Garfield 
Park Conservatories, now 
currently retired. He holds 
degrees in Greenhouse 
Production, Greenhouse 
Marketing and Greenhouse 
Management and has an 
extensive knowledge of garden, tropical and aquatic 
plants. 

Treasurer 
Lori Fuller.  Before 
moving to Hawaii, Lori 
was a professor and 
chairperson of the Dept. 
of Accounting at West 
Chester University.  Her 
outside interests include 
her four-legged children, 
surfing, women’s flag 
football, and watching Phillies baseball. 

Trustee 
Daniel Bark works for the 
Department of Land and 
Natural Resources. When 
not in the field he can be 
found in his overcrowded 
shade house. Daniel 
aspires to be the new 
generation’s Bill Thoms 
of Bulbophyllum 
growers, and looks 
forward to connecting the 
HOS with the next 
generation of orchid enthusiasts. 

Trustee 
Dorothea Fendentz  and 
her husband Jeff have 
been members of HOS 
since 2002. Dorothea 
says, “We’ve had good 
memories participating 
in our annual Hilo 
Show for several years. 
As hobbyists, we’ve 
enjoyed sharing our 
growing orchid 
collection with friends 
and hope to continue.” 
 
Additional nominations may be made from the floor.  
Any additional nominees must be present at the 
meeting and willing to run against the slate endorsed 
by the Nominating Committee. 

 
Note 
We’re sorry this newsletter is abbreviated.  Neither 
Dana Culleney nor I were able to take photos of 
orchids on the show table at the October meeting, and 
AOS photographer Glen Barfield had issues being 
able to email the AOS award photos for the Hawaii 
judging center, so only two are included.  Next month 
we should have more orchid photos for you! 
 Larry Kuekes 
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Orchid Stories
Percy Summit 

When I moved from Connecticut to Hawaii, I 
didn’t bring any of my orchids.  I didn’t want to deal 
with phytosanitary certificates and other red tape, 
and I didn’t have anything that was that rare or 
irreplaceable.  Besides, almost all of my orchids in 
Connecticut were intermediate- to cool-growers, and 
I was looking forward to building a new collection 
in Hilo of warm-growing orchids. 

Nevertheless, there were a few favorite orchids 
that I hoped to re-acquire in Hawaii.  One of these 
was Cattleya percivaliana ‘Summit’ FCC/AOS.  
Though the flowers are not as large as some Cattleya 
species, they’re good-sized (4 to 5 inches), and the 
shape is very nice, with petals much larger and fuller 
than average for the species.  This shape is all the 
more amazing since this clone was jungle-collected, 
not artificially line-bred for generations to achieve a 
full shape like some other species have been.  This 
clone didn’t win an FCC award for nothing. 

In addition, the plant is compact, growing to 
about a foot tall, so it will fit on a windowsill, unlike 
most of the large-flowered Cattleyas.  Each growth 
makes a cluster of two to four flowers.  The plant 
tends to make multiple leads, so it’s not hard to grow 
into a beautiful specimen plant.  And the icing on the 
cake – it bloomed reliably at Christmas time! 

Some reference books describe its smell as 
“musty”, but that’s not right.  It has a spicy fragrance 
like scented soap.  It’s not a conventional floral 
scent, but it’s certainly not unpleasant.  

C. percivaliana ‘Summit’ has a history.  The late 
Dr. Ben Berliner was an AOS judge who used to 
liven up Connecticut Orchid Society meetings with 
his inexhaustible supply of orchid stories.  One story 
he related was about C. percivaliana ‘Summit’.  It 
was originally jungle-collected in 1922 and imported 
by the Lager and Hurrell nursery in Summit, New 
Jersey.  For years, divisions of the plant were passed 
around the Northeast from one grower to another (I 
got my plant as a division from a friend).  It became 
familiarly known as “Percy Summit”. 

Dr. Ben knew that ‘Summit’ had an AM/AOS 
award, but he believed that it deserved better.  After 
growing his plant in his Bloomfield greenhouse as 
perfectly as possible, he brought it to judging in 
1986, and sure enough, it finally got the FCC/AOS

 Cattleya percivaliana ‘Summit’ FCC/AOS. 

award it deserved,  more than 60 years after it was 
introduced to cultivation!  Shortly afterwards, Dr. 
Ben brought it in to the Connecticut Orchid Society 
show table where I saw it.   It was growing in a 
wooden basket with perfect drainage, one of Dr. 
Ben’s favorite tricks of the trade.  But I can attest 
that my division grew just fine in a plastic pot. 

So when I moved to Hawaii, I wanted to re-
acquire “Percy Summit”.  That was easier said than 
done – many mainland orchid nurseries don’t ship to 
Hawaii, and I couldn’t find a Hawaii nursery that 
offered it, but I finally was able to buy a plant from 
one of our Hilo Orchid Society speakers.  In 
Connecticut I grew it intermediate, like a normal 
Cattleya, but like many Cattleyas, it’s temperature-
tolerant and will grow in anything from warm to 
cool conditions. 

In Connecticut it always bloomed at Christmas 
time, but in Venezuela, where the species is native, 
Dunsterville recorded it as blooming any time 
between July and November.  So I was curious as to 
when it would bloom in Hawaii.  I got the answer 
when my plant bloomed in November.  So it’s not a 
Christmas orchid here.  But it’s still a very fine 
plant.  If you happen to find one for sale, grab it! 

 
 Larry Kuekes 

 



 4 

 
October AOS Awards Photos by Glen Barfield 

 
Rhynchobrassoleya QF Na Ahi O Pele AD/AOS, grown by Matthew Sylva 
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October AOS Awards (continued) 

 
Cattleya walkeriana h.f. flamea 'Dumbo' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Hilo Orchid Society 
P.O Box 4294 
Hilo, HI  96720 
 

 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Visit us on the web at 
www.hiloorchidsociety.org 

Hilo Orchid Society Officers and Trustees 
President – Ellen Train   pecetrain@gmail.com 
Vice President – Tom Mirenda biophiliak@gmail.com 
President-Elect – Kathy Gollaher 
Treasurer – Rick Kelley 
Recording Secretary – Larry Kuekes 
Corresponding Secretary – Dana Culleney 
 

Past President – Karl Mendonca 
Trustee 2025-2026 – Kathryn Duval 
Trustee 2025-2026 – Lise Dowd lisedowd@aol.com 
Trustee 2024-2025 – Sandra Dixon 
Trustee 2024-2025 – Cyndi Helton 
 
 

mailto:pecetrain@gmail.com
mailto:oliveros@orchideros.com
mailto:oliveros@orchideros.com
mailto:biophiliak@gmail.com
mailto:lisedowd@aol.com

