Next Meeting

Date: Saturday, Oct. 11, 2024
Time: 1:30 Informal “talk story”
2:00 Meeting starts
Place: Kamana Senior Center,
127 Kamana St., Hilo
Leader: Leslie Hayes-Cullins

Program: Hands-on Repotting Session

Potting orchids is different from potting other plants,
because they don’t grow in dirt. It’s not hard; it’s just
different. It’s hard to describe in words, but it’s easy
to learn by watching someone else do it, or even better,
doing it yourself.

That’s what this
month’s meeting is all
about. Leslie Hayes-
Cullins will lead a
hands-on  repotting
session, where you get
to learn how to repot
an orchid by actually
doing it.

Leslie is originally
from the Bay area in
California, but with
Hawaiian roots — her
mother was born in Hawi. Leslie and her husband
moved to Hawi in 2003 where they own and operate a
small plumbing business. Her love for orchids started
very early with Cymbidiums, and it became a full-
fledged obsession after moving to Hawaii, growing
Dendrobiums, Vandas, Bulbophyllums, and more.
Her current favorites are miniature species, the more
unusual the better. Leslie is an AOS judge.

If you’d like to learn how to repot your orchids or
brush up your repotting skills, and don’t mind getting
your hands dirty, this meeting is for you! And as an
extra bonus, you get to take home the orchid that you
repot. Don’t miss this meeting!

Hilo Orchid Society
Newsletter

October
2025

Sign Up for the Holiday Party

There will be no regular meeting in December.
Instead, we’re holding our annual Holiday Party and
Auction on Sat. Dec. 13 at the Hilo Yacht Club.

The event includes a delicious buffet lunch,
followed by an auction of donated plants, where you
have the chance to obtain some special orchids and
benefit your Society at the same time.

You must sign up and pay in advance. The price
is $25 per person for HOS members. This price is
heavily subsidized by HOS (the actual price is closer
to $60). Because space at the Yacht Club is limited,
we can only sign up HOS members at present. If space
is available in November we may be able to sign up
guests at a price around $60.

You can sign up at the October or November
meeting.

New Members Invited to Shogun
Hawaii Fall Orchid Festival

This year we are inviting new members to come to the
Fall Orchid Festival at the Shogun Hawaii nursery,
owned by Matthias Seelis, from 10 am to 3 pm on
Sunday, Oct. 5, 2025. There will be three live

presentations:
e 11:00 am - Ben Oliveros will talk about Cattleya
orchids.

e 12:00 - Matthias Seelis will speak on the basic six
orchids you need to know.
e 1:00 - Tom Mirenda will enlighten you about

Phalaenopsis species.

Food and drinks will be available from a food
vendor, plus you can tour Matthias’ nursery and see
the spectacular Cattleyas and many other kinds of
orchids that he grows and sells.

Everyone is invited to this event, but we especially
want to extend the invitation to our new members.

For more information, directions, and a map, see
the files accompanying the newsletter email.
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HOS Orchid Show Nets $11,000
Thanks to the hard work of all the volunteers that
made the July show such a success, HOS cleared
$11,000 to further its mission of promoting orchid
conservation, cultivation, and education. Categories
of income are shown on the left column and various
expenses are shown on the right side. The annual
show is by far the largest source of income for the
society and our primary means of public outreach.
The silent auction at the show is the primary
fundraiser that pays for the scholarships we award
each year. Our members raised $10,000 by selling the
$3 pre-show discount tickets. Not only did this help
our bottom line, but is an important part of our
grassroots advertising. Member may get detailed
financial reports at any time. Officers receive
financial summaries each month, and members can
receive copies upon request. The HOS board is
responsible for managing our finances. Consider
volunteering as a trustee so you can be sure your
priorities get funded.

Rick Kelley, Treasurer
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All the orchids in our Orchid Isle 2026 calendar
(above) were grown by our members right here on the
Orchid Isle. These calendars make great Christmas
gifts for friends and family. We will be selling them
at our October and November meetings for only $9, a
bargain!



Art Chadwick Books & Orchids

Art Chadwick, grower of fabulous Cattleyas and
speaker at our September meeting, has sent 10 books
to us that you can buy at the October meeting. His
orchids, which were missing in September, have
arrived and will also be for sale. The books are The
Classic Cattleyas and First Ladies and Their
Orchids, about cattleyas named after Presidents’
wives. These beautiful books are $50 each. The
orchids will be individually priced.  Art has
requested that you pay by cash or check, since he
will not be here to take credit cards.

Save on Kiwi Orchid Bark Special
Tom Mirenda has ordered 50 bags of Kiwi bark
through Puna Flower Power; 25 medium size (1/2”)
and 25 large size (3/4”). They will be available to
HOS members at the special price of $20 each. This
bark is superior to the more expensive Orchiata bark
that you can buy at Garden Exchange — it lasts
longer and maintains pH better. You can order this
bark at the HOS meeting, and the bags will be
available in December. You can pick them up at the
holiday party if you’re attending; otherwise we can
make other arrangements for you to get them.

Orchid Stories
Blue Genes

Left: Blc. Lois McNeil ‘Ace’, a “blue” orchid. Or is it? Photo by Larry Kuekes.
Right: Thelymitra crinita, one of the few true-blue orchids. Photo by SeanMack on Wikimedia Commons.

In the orchid world, blue or “coerulea” varieties of
orchids are prized and highly sought after, and we
admire their beautiful blue color. But, like the story
The Emperor’s New Clothes, there’s something
amiss. In the story, it took a little child to declare
the truth, “The Emperor is naked!” Well, the truth
is, “Blue orchids aren’t blue!” They’re not the true,
deep, sky-blue that “coerulea” (from the Latin word
for blue or sky) implies. At best, they’re bluish
purple, or violet, or indigo. We call them blue
because these colors are the closest to blue that
orchids can get.

The only exceptions are a handful of rare
terrestrial orchids from Australia, such as Thelymitra
crinita (see photo). I’ve never seen this one live,
and these orchids not available for sale. So for
practical purposes, I'm excluding them from this
discussion, and when I refer to “orchids”, I really
mean “orchids except those wunavailable blue
Australian species”.

A “blue” or “coerulea” orchid that’s available for
you to grow might look more like Blc. Lois McNeil
‘Ace’ (see photo). It’s beautiful, but I would call its
color light violet, not blue.



But true-blue flowers do exist, such as
delphiniums, hydrangeas, and morning glory
Heavenly Blue. So why are these flowers true-blue,
while orchids aren’t? The answer is in the pigments
that the plants are able to manufacture.

Plants make four types of pigments.
Chlorophyll gives the green color to leaves.
Carotenoids are red, orange, or yellow. Examples
are orange carrots and red tomatoes. Betalains are
red or yellow. Example: red beets. Finally,
anthocyanins can range from red to purple to blue.
Here the plot thickens.

Anthocynanin pigments change color depending
on pH (acidity). The particular anthocynanin
pigment that makes true-blue flowers blue is called
delphinidin. In an alkaline environment, it’s blue.
In an acidic environment, it’s red. But it’s not that
simple. Hydrangeas, which contain delphinidin,
turn blue in acid soil and pink in alkaline soil, the
opposite of what you’d expect. Why? They absorb
more aluminum from acid soil, and aluminum reacts
inside the petals to make them /ess acid, therefore
blue.

Orchids can’t make delphinidin, but they make
other anthocyanin pigments that create the bluish-

purple, violet, and indigo colors that pass for “blue”
in the orchid world.

In theory, it should be possible to make blue
orchids through genetic engineering, by introducing
genes into orchids to make delphinidin, but this is
easier said than done. A Japanese company,
Suntory, actually tried doing this for roses. Like
orchids, roses can’t make delphinidin, which is why
there are no blue roses. Suntory’s “Applause” rose
was genetically engineered in an elaborate process
that involved inserting a delphinidin-making gene
from a pansy, plus modifying two other genes to
suppress other pigments. After all that work, it
didn’t turn out as planned.  Remember that
delphinidin color depends on pH in a tricky way.
Apparently the rose petals weren’t alkaline enough,
so the color turned out to be a washed-out mauve
instead of blue (see photo).

Well, there’s more than one way to skin a Catt.
There are actually blue orchids on the market now.
How did they do it? By taking white Phalaenopsis
and dying them blue (see photo). To me, the flowers
look grotesque, and of course the color is totally
fake, but they are blue.

Larry Kuekes

Left: Suntory’s “Applause” rose was genetically engineered to be blue. Whoops!
Right: You can buy blue Phalaenopsis. But there’s a catch. Photo by bunnygoth on flickr.com.
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September AOS Awards Photos by Glen Barfield

Left: Miltoniopsis Boulivot 'Okika' AM/AOS, grown by Okika
Center: Miltoniopsis Rubenesque 'Okika' AM/AOS, grown by Okika
Right: Stanhopea jenischiana 'Okika II' AM/AOS, grown by Okika

Left: Procholavola QF Wailele 'Pa'u O Poliahu' AM/AOS, grown by Matthew Sylva
Right: Rlc. Harriet Bickell 'Hero' AM/AQOS, grown by Orchid Eros



Left: Cattleya Dolosa f. alba 'Sebastian Ferrell' AM/AOS
Right: Cattleya alaorii h.f. semi-alba "Pucker Up' AM/AOS

Left: Cattleya Trufords Cat 'Orchid Eros' AM/AOS
Right: Catleya Trufords Cat 'Gabriel Amaru' AM/AOS

Cattleya Truford’s Cat ‘Sebastian Ferrell”’ AM/AOS
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President — Ellen Train pecetrain@gmail.com Past President — Karl Mendonca
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