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Next Meeting 
Date:  Saturday, Sept. 13, 2024 
Time:  1:30 Informal “talk story” 
 2:00 Meeting starts 
Place: Kamana Senior Center, 
 127 Kamana St., Hilo 
Speaker: Art Chadwick 
Program: Large Flowered Cattleya 

Species 
Art Chadwick literally wrote the book about large-
flowered Cattleyas.  This month Art is going to share 
the beauty of these species and his knowledge about 
them with us. 

Art Chadwick grew up with Cattleyas.  His father, 
Arthur A. Chadwick, started growing orchids in 1943 
and is the author of 36 
articles in the AOS 
magazine.  The son, 
Arthur E. Chadwick, 
founded Chadwick & 
Son with his father in 
1989.  Father and son 
co-authored the book 
The Classic Cattleyas, 
about the large-flowered 
unifoliate Cattleya 
species and their 
history.  Martha Stewart 
favorably reviewed the 
book and had both Chadwicks, father and son, on her 
TV show.  An updated edition of the book was 
released in 2022. 

Chadwick & Son Orchids continues to grow 
classic Cattleyas in their 13 greenhouses in Virginia.  
Come to this meeting to find out why, when most 
people hear “orchid”, they think of a classic Cattleya. 

New Members Invited to Shogun 
Hawaii Fall Orchid Festival 
Every year we like to invite new members, especially 
ones who joined at the Hilo Orchid Show, to a special 
event.  This year we are inviting new members to 
come to the Fall Orchid Festival at the Shogun Hawaii 
nursery, owned by Matthias Seelis, from 10 am to 3 
pm on Sunday, Oct. 5, 2025.  There will be live 
presentations at 11 am and noon.  Food and drinks will 
be available from a food vendor, plus you can tour 
Matthias’ nursery and see the spectacular Cattleyas 
and many other kinds of orchids that he grows and 
sells. 

Everyone is invited to this event, but we especially 
want to extend the invitation to our new members. 

Shogun Hawaii is located in Hawaiian Acres, near 
Kurtistown.  It involves driving on some dirt roads, 
but they are manageable.  We will send a reminder and 
directions to Shogun Hawaii with the October 
newsletter, which will be sent out on Oct. 4, the day 
before the event.  Meanwhile, mark your calendar! 
 
HOS Aprons for Sale 

We still have some aprons 
with the HOS logo (see photo 
of the apron on Ellen Train). 
They protect you from water 
or other spilled items – useful 
if you’re making a mess 
around your orchids!  They 
will be on sale at the 
September meeting for $20, 
and they could come in 
handy at our October 
meeting, which will be a 
hands-on repotting demo 
session. 
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Orchid Stories 
What’s In a Name, Part 4 

Is Odontoglossum a Four-Letter Word? 
 

 
Formerly Beallara Pluto’s Drummer, now Aliceara Pluto’s 
Drummer.  The genus Beallara (Brassia x Cochlioda x 
Miltonia x Odontoglossum) doesn’t exist anymore 
 
Last time we looked at the effect that the changes 
to orchid genus names has had for Cattleya alliance 
hybrids.  But Cattleyas are not the only major 
group of orchids that have been affected by DNA 
analysis.  Names in the Oncidium alliance have 
undergone an equally seismic shift. 

In a paper published in 2008, Mark Chase et al. 
argued that DNA evidence showed that there was 
no clear way to separate Odontoglossums from 
Oncidiums.  So all Odontoglossums were moved to 
the genus Oncidium.  The genus Cochlioda was 
also moved into Oncidium.  A few 
Odontoglossums that had been previously moved 
into other genera such as Lemboglossum got moved 
into Rhynchostele.  So the genus Odontoglossum 
has ceased to exist. 

The DNA also showed that the Brazilian 
Oncidiums were closely related to the genus 
Gomesa but not closely related to other Oncidiums, 
despite floral similarities.  So these Oncidiums 
were moved into Gomesa.  There were also 
changes to a bunch of other, less common genera, 
but the changes mentioned above were the big 
ones. 

The AOS and Britain’s Royal Horticultural 
Society (RHS) have approved these changes.  In 
addition, the RHS, which is the international 
authority for registering orchid hybrids, decided to 
recognize Miltoniopsis for registration purposes.  

Scientists had split Miltoniopsis from Miltonia in 
1976, but it has been treated as Miltonia for 
registration purposes until now. 

As with Cattleya hybrids, this is going to play 
havoc with the names of Oncidium alliance hybrid 
genera.  Any hybrid genus containing 
Odontoglossum or Cochlioda ceases to exist.  For 
example, there is no more Wilsonara, 
Vuylstekeara, or Degarmoara. 

Just as with Cattleyas, in order to figure out 
what the new genus name should be for a hybrid, 
you need to know what species were in the 
background, or look it up on the RHS official 
hybrid registration website 
http://apps.rhs.org.uk/horticulturaldatabase/orchidr
egister/orchidregister.asp, which has the new 
names.  For example: 
• Vuylstekeara Cambria (the first orchid I ever 

grew) is now an Oncidopsis = Oncidium x 
Miltoniopsis 

• Colmanara Wildcat is now an Oncostele = 
Oncidium x Rhynchostele. 

• Oncidium Sweet Sugar is now an Oncidesa = 
Oncidium x Gomesa 

• Oncidium Sharry Baby is still an Oncidium. 
So what does all this mean?  Is Odontoglossum 

a four-letter word now, or are you still allowed to 
use it?  Relax.  Nobody is going to force you to use 
the new names.  Remember the geraniums which 
gardeners still call geraniums, even though the 
scientific name changed in 1789? 

But history shows that orchid growers do 
accept change, although slowly.  Consider 
Paphiopedilums.  Originally, all slipper orchids 
were called Cypripediums.  In 1903, the genus 
Paphiopedilum was split off from Cypripedium, 
but people kept calling their orchids Cyps, not 
Paphs, and the RHS still registered Paph hybrids as 
Cypripediums.  Finally, in 1959, the RHS 
recognized the name Paphiopedilum for 
registration purposes, and orchid growers figured 
that, after 56 years, it was OK to start using the 
new name. 
 Larry Kuekes 

http://apps.rhs.org.uk/horticulturaldatabase/orchidregister/orchidregister.asp
http://apps.rhs.org.uk/horticulturaldatabase/orchidregister/orchidregister.asp
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July AOS Awards (from the Hilo Orchid Show) Photos by Glen Barfield 

     
Left: (Cattleya Mildred Rives x Cattleya Ahmad Sheikhi) 'Madison Masuda' HCC/AOS, grown by Carmela Orchids 
Center: Brassocattleya. Yu Toung Star 'No 1' AM/AOS, grown by Akatsuka Orchid Gardens 
Right: Catasetum Joseito's Dark Phoenix 'Shogun's Dark Monkey' AM/AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii 
 

     
Left: Cycnoches haagii 'Shogun Hawaii' AM-AOS, CCM/AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii 
Center: Dendrobium Eidolon 'Gold Fire' AM/AOS, grown by Hilo Orchid Farm 
Right: Dendrobium Sherry Abe AM/AOS, in Kona Orchid Society display 
 

     
Left: Mormodes tuextlensis 'Hilo Gold' AM/AOS, grown by Hilo Orchid Farm 
Center: Oeceoclades maculata CHM/AOS, in Kona Orchid Society display  
Right: Oncidium Pacific Passage 'Peach Cobbler' AM/AOS, grown by Akatsuka Orchid Gardens 
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Left: Paphiopedilum Cascade Creek 'OK Too' FCC/AOS, grown by Hilo Orchid Farm 
Center: Paphiopedilum henryanum 'Showtime' AM/AOS, grown by Jungle Mist Orchids 
Right: Paphiopedilum Magic Lantern 'Pitaya' AM/AOS, grown by Hilo Orchid Farm 
 

     
Left: Rhyncholaeliocattleya Mitsuo Akatsuka 'Volcano Queen' AM/AOS, grown by Akatsuka Orchid Gardens 
Center: Rhyncholaeliocattleya Princess of Hawaii 'King & Queen' AM/AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii 
Right: Rhyncholaeliocattleya Toshie Aoki 'Starburst' AM/AOS, grown by Carmela Orchids 
 

   
Left: Rhyncholaeliocattleya Volcano Glory 'Fancy' HCC/AOS, grown by Akatsuka Orchid Gardens 
Right: Akatsuka Orchid Gardens Display SC/AOS 
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Left: Kona Orchid Society Display SC/AOS 
Center: Shelby Smith's Mini Display AC/AOS 
Right: Tom Mirenda's Small Tabletop Display AC/AOS 
 

 
Shogun Hawaii Display, SC/AOS and Show Trophy for Best Display 
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August AOS Awards Photos by Glen Barfield 

     
Left: Cattleya Raspberry Smoke 'Wild Cranberries' FCC/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
Center: Catasetum Dark Odyssey 'SVO and Shogun Hawaii Synergy' FCC/AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii 
Right: Catasetum Dream Boat 'Shogun's Sparkling Sunrise' AM/AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii 
 

     
Left: Catasetum Richie Moran 'Shogun's Black Heart' AM/AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii 
Center: Paraphalaenopsis laycockii 'Virgo' JC/AOS, grown by Matthew Sylva 
Right: Phalaenopsis Samera 'Shogun Hawaii' AM/AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii 
 

     
Left: Rhyncholaeliocattleya Pamela Ann Oliveros 'The Next Generation' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
Center: (Clowesia russelliana x Catasetum Frilly Doris) 'Shogun's Green Leopard' AM/AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii 
Right: Cattleya aclandiae 'Euterpe' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
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Left: Cattleya crispa h.f. flamea 'Isabel Rosalia' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
Center: Cattleya jenmannii 'Liplicious' h.f. semialba AM/AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii  
Right: Cattleya velutina 'Okika' AM/AOS, grown by Okika 
 

     
Left: Cycnoches Baker's Paradise 'Shogun's Chocolate Flowers' AM/AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii 
Center: Cycnoches Baker's Paradise 'Shogun's Copper Green Elf' AM/AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii 
Right: Rhyncholaeliocattleya Fascinations 'Kaleidoscope' AM/AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii 
 

     
Left: Cycnoches Cafe au Lait 'Shogun's Delicious Fudge' FCC/AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii 
Center: Habenaria Kotuku 'Celia's Whiskers' AM/AOS, grown by Tom Mirenda 
Right: Rhyncholaeliocattleya Neblina En Verde 'Mirtha Isabel' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Hilo Orchid Society 
P.O Box 4294 
Hilo, HI  96720 
 

 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Visit us on the web at 
www.hiloorchidsociety.org 

Hilo Orchid Society Officers and Trustees 
President – Ellen Train   pecetrain@gmail.com 
Vice President – Tom Mirenda biophiliak@gmail.com 
President-Elect – Kathy Gollaher 
Treasurer – Rick Kelley 
Recording Secretary – Larry Kuekes 
Corresponding Secretary – Dana Culleney 
 

Past President – Karl Mendonca 
Trustee 2025-2026 – Kathryn Duval 
Trustee 2025-2026 – Lise Dowd lisedowd@aol.com 
Trustee 2024-2025 – Sandra Dixon 
Trustee 2024-2025 – Cyndi Helton 
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