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Next Meeting 
Note: We are meeting on Aug. 9 
for our annual picnic 
Date:  Saturday, August 9, 2024 
Time:  1:30 Informal “talk story” 
 2:00 Picnic starts 
Place: Kamana Senior Center, 
 127 Kamana St., Hilo 
Speaker: none 
Program: Potluck Picnic and            

Silent Auction 
This month, instead of having a speaker and a 
presentation, we’re having a potluck picnic and silent 
auction of orchids, and you’re all invited! We’re 
meeting in our usual place, but in the lanai or picnic 
table area.  We will use our usual meeting room for 
the silent auction. 

There’s no official program, just eating, talking 
story, having fun, and picking up silent auction 
bargains. 

Bring a favorite pupu or potluck dish to share.  
You don’t have to bring something, but we encourage 
you to do so.  We will supply some meat dishes (KFC 
and ribs), but we could use some carbs, veggies and 
desserts.  We’ll have water to drink, but you are also 
welcome to bring your own beverages. 

Since it’s not a regular meeting, please don’t bring 
any orchids for the show-and-tell table.  

But there will be a big silent auction.  We are 
auctioning off a large number of blooming orchids 
that were purchased to supplement the HOS exhibit at 
the orchid show, with the auction ending at 3:15. 

Please do not bring your own orchids to be 
auctioned.  This month’s auction is for orchids that 
were left over from the HOS exhibit at the show. 

So bring your wallet or checkbook, bring your 
potluck dish, and we’ll see you there! 

It was a Great Show 

 
Show attendees coming in the Front Gate as the show opened.  
Photo by Dana Culleney. 

 
The 71st Hilo Orchid Show was a great success.  The 
theme was “Orchid Isle: Mauka to Makai.”   

We had more vendors at this show than ever 
before.  Between the orchid displays, orchid vendors, 
and entertainment, show attendees were happy. 

The HOS exhibit literally illustrated the “Mauka 
to Makai” show theme.  It was a set of shelves 
representing the mountains on the Big Island, with 
warm-growing orchids placed on the floor or lower 
shelves, cool-growing orchids on the higher 
“mountaintop” shelves, and intermediate-growing 
orchids in between.  Ingenious and educational! 

Jan Anderson expanded the Keiki & Ohana Orchid 
World with lots of things to see and do for the little 
ones. 

In the HOS booth, we sold T-shirts and calendars, 
we signed up more new members than ever before, 
and the “Orchid Doctor” answered orchid questions. 

For more photos from the show, see page 3. 
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Orchid Stories 
What’s In a Name, Part 3 

A Blc. By Any Other Name Would Smell As Sweet 
 
Last time we looked at DNA analysis and how it 
has caused taxonomists to make wholesale changes 
to the names of some orchids.  In particular, the 
Brazilian Laelias and all Sophronitis species are 
now Cattleyas, and a few Cattleyas are now 
Guarianthes.  There’s one other change that I ought 
to mention.  Prior to the new DNA methods, some 
Brassavola species had been split off into a 
separate genus Rhyncholaelia (and the DNA 
analysis has confirmed that this was a good call), 
but for hybrid naming purposes, they were still 
considered to be Brassavolas.  Not any more. 

All these name changes have played havoc with 
hybrid names, as well as the names of species. 

Let’s look at an example.  One of my orchids is 
Blc. Lois McNeil ‘Ace’.  I looked up the ancestry 
of this hybrid (a laborious process) and found that 
the species in its ancestry were Brassavola 
digbyana, Laelia tenebrosa, Cattleya bowringiana, 
and Cattleya labiata.   Since it consisted of 
Brassavola x Laelia x Cattleya, its hybrid genus 
was Brassolaeliocattleya, or Blc. 

Now consider the new name changes.  
Brassavola digbyana isn’t a Brassavola anymore; 
it’s a Rhyncholaelia.  Laelia tenebrosa isn’t a 
Laelia anymore; it’s a Cattleya.  Cattleya 
bowringiana isn’t a Cattleya anymore; it’s a 
Guarianthe.  Finally, Cattleya labiata is still a 
Cattleya.  So this orchid is now considered to be a 
cross of Rhyncholaelia x Cattleya x Guarianthe, 
which is the hybrid genus Rhyncattleanthe.  
Whew! 

A Blc. could now be any one of 15 different 
hybrid genera, depending on which combination of 
Brassavola, Rhycholaelia, Laelia, Cattleya and 
Guarianthe were in its ancestry.  Some more 
examples:  
• Blc. Toshie Aoki is now a 

Rhyncholaeliocattleya (Rlc.) = Rhyncholaelia x 
Cattleya. 

• Blc. Galadriel is now a Cahuzacara (Chz.) = 
Brassavola x Cattleya x Guarianthe x 
Rhyncholaelia. 

• Blc. Heirloom is still a Blc. 

 
This used to be Blc. Lois McNeil ‘Ace’.  Now it’s 
Rhyncattleanthe Lois McNeil ‘Ace’.  Who knew? 
 

Similar confusion reigns for any other hybrid 
genus containing Sophronitis, Brassavola, Laelia or 
Cattleya, such as Slc. and Potinara. 

How can you tell what the official new genus 
names are for your orchids?  You could look up all 
the species in your orchids’ ancestry, but that’s not 
easy. Luckily, there’s a short cut.  Go to the 
International Orchid Register web site of the Royal 
Horticultural Society at  
http://apps.rhs.org.uk/horticulturaldatabase/orchidr
egister/orchidregister.asp.  Click on the tab for 
“Grex Name Search”.  Don’t fill in Genus; leave it 
blank.  Fill in the orchid’s name in the space for 
Grex, but don’t include any clonal name.  Take my 
example, Blc. Lois McNeil ‘Ace’.  I filled in grex 
name Lois McNeil (but left out ‘Ace’).  Then I 
clicked the Search button.  The result tells you the 
new genus name, Rhyncattleanthe. 

By now, you’re thinking, “You’ve got to be 
kidding.  Who’s going to do that?”  Well, I suspect 
nobody’s going to do that.  I predict that most 
people will just continue to use the old names for 
years to come.  After all, what’s in a name?  As 
Juliet said to Romeo, “A Blc. by any other name 
would smell as sweet.”  (Or something like that; 
it’s been a while since I read Shakespeare.) 

Next time, we’ll talk about the equally drastic 
name changes in Oncidiums. 
 Larry Kuekes 

http://apps.rhs.org.uk/horticulturaldatabase/orchidregister/orchidregister.asp
http://apps.rhs.org.uk/horticulturaldatabase/orchidregister/orchidregister.asp
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Pictures from the Show 
Our 71st Hilo Orchid Society Show, “Orchid Isle: Mauka to Makai”, was a great success, with beautiful orchid 
exhibits, lots of vendors, and thousands of visitors.  Here are some photos from the show. 

 
The Hilo Orchid Society exhibit represented the warm-, intermediate-, and cool-growing areas on this island. Photo by Dana Culleney. 
 

   
Left: A hula performance at the show.  Photo by Elisa Macomber. 
Right: Rlc. Princess of Hawaii ‘Kings & Queens’ AM/AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii.  Photo by Sheryl Rawson. 
 

   
Left: Grand Champion: Paphiopedilum Cascade Creek ‘OK Too’ FCC/AOS, grown by Oceanside Orchids.  Photo by Dana Culleney. 
Right: Reserve Champion: Grammatophyllum scriptum var. citrinum, grown by Hilo Orchid Farm.  Photo by Dana Culleney. 
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Left: Best Phalaenopsis: Phal. I-Hsin Pink Pearl, grown by Carmela Orchids.  Photo by Dana Culleney. 
Right: Best Vanda: Vanda Thai Spots ‘Bow’, grown by Carmela Orchids.  Photo by Dana Culleney. 
 

 
Best Small Display: Mauna Kea Orchids (James McCully).  Photo by Dana Culleney. 
 

 
Keiki and Ohana Orchid World.  Photo by Dana Culleney. 
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Left: The Akatsuka Orchids exhibit won Best Educational Display.  Photo by Elisa Macomber. 
Right: Best Medium Display: Shogun Hawaii.  The red crystals were lit up to simulate a lava flow.  Photo by Sheryl Rawson. 
 
 

   
Left: Miltoniopsis in the Akatsuka Orchids exhibit.  Photo by Dana Culleney. 
Right: The HOS booth sign said the orchid show was dedicated to the memory of the late Lottie Haspe.  Photo by Elisa Macomber. 
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Left: Kathryn Duval signed up a record number of new members at the HOS booth.  Photo by Elisa Macomber. 
Right: Cyndi Helton and Larry Kuekes sold T-shirts and calendars at the HOS booth.  Photo by Elisa Macomber. 
 
 

     
Left: Shelby Smith’s mini display won first place.  Photo by Shelby Smith. 
Center: This mini display by a 12-year old won first place in the Youth category.  Photo by Sheryl Rawson. 
Right: Tom Mirenda’s mini display won an AOS Artistic Certificate.  Photo by Dana Culleney. 
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Left: Bulbophyllum odoratissimum, grown by Jeff Fendentz.  Photo by Dana Culleney. 
Right: Catasetum grown by Shogun Hawaii.  Photo by Dana Culleney. 
 

 
Overall, the show was one of the best ever.  Our thanks to everyone who helped out.  Photo by Elisa Macomber. 
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FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Visit us on the web at 
www.hiloorchidsociety.org 

Hilo Orchid Society Officers and Trustees 
President – Ellen Train   pecetrain@gmail.com 
Vice President – Tom Mirenda biophiliak@gmail.com 
President-Elect – Kathy Gollaher 
Treasurer – Rick Kelley 
Recording Secretary – Larry Kuekes 
Corresponding Secretary – Dana Culleney 
 

Past President – Karl Mendonca 
Trustee 2025-2026 – Kathryn Duval 
Trustee 2025-2026 – Lise Dowd lisedowd@aol.com 
Trustee 2024-2025 – Sandra Dixon 
Trustee 2024-2025 – Cyndi Helton 
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