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Next Meeting 
Date:  Saturday, June 14, 2024 
Time:  1:30 Informal “talk story” 
 2:00 Meeting starts 
Place: Kamana Senior Center, 
 127 Kamana St., Hilo 
Speaker: Carol Klonowski 
Topic: Tolumnia 
Tolumnias, commonly called Dancing Ladies, used to 
be called equitant Oncidiums.  They are now a 
separate genus of 30 species from which many hybrids 
have been made. 

This month, 
Carol Klonowski 
from California 
will tell us all 
about Tolumnias.  
Carol has been 
growing orchids 
since the 1980s 
when a friend in 
Berkeley, 
California gave 
her a Cattleya 
orchid and it 
bloomed with big 
lavender flowers and an intoxicating fragrance.  She 
built a greenhouse in her backyard, and the rest is 
history. 

Carol has been president of the Orchid Society of 
California and is an AOS judge with the California 
Sierra Nevada Judging Center. 

Although Tolumnias used to be called Oncidiums, 
they were always different from other Oncidiums and 
could never be interbred with other Oncidiums. 
Tolumnias are miniature plants with small (one inch) 
flowers, but they make up for their size with bright 
colors and patterns, including spots. Want to find out 
more?  Don’t miss this meeting! 

Tiger Fun Day at the Zoo, June 28 
Hilo’s Pana’ewa Rainforest Zoo and Gardens is 
holding a Tiger Fun Day celebration on June 28.  Hilo 
Orchid Society will have an outreach booth at the 
event to sign up new members and sell Hilo Orchid 
Show tickets and possibly T-shirts, and an area for 
keiki to color orchids. 

Our booth will be open from 9:00 am to 2:30 pm.  
We need volunteers to help.  If you could help staff 
the booth for a couple of hours, please contact Ellen 
Train at pecetrain@gmail.com.  If not, please come to 
the zoo anyway and see the tigers!  Admission to the 
zoo is free. 

 

Please Pick Up Your Show Tickets  
We’re asking all HOS members to buy 15 tickets for 
the orchid show for $3 each, and to sell or give them 
to friends and neighbors.  Of course, you’re not 
obligated to purchase tickets, but if you can, it’s a 
great way to help your Society.  The $3 price is a 
bargain compared with $6 at the door. 

You can pick up your tickets at the meeting.  It 
saves us the cost of mailing them to you. 

You don’t have to pay for the tickets when you 
pick them up.  We trust you.  You can pay online at 
our website www.hiloorchidsociety.org, or you can 
mail your payment ($45 if you use all 15 tickets) to 

Hilo Orchid Society 
P.O. Box 4294 
Hilo, HI  96720 

Thank you for helping to make the show a success! 

 
 

mailto:pecetrain@gmail.com
http://www.hiloorchidsociety.org/
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Make a Mini Display for the Show 
Aloha Hilo Orchid Society members, 

We are less than two months out from the show!  
It is time for you to start preparing for your 
miniature displays. 

I will be offering a construction class at my 
house on June 20 at 10am, if you are interested, 
please send me an email and I will give my address.  
The class will be to help a group of 4-H keiki (and a 
couple of their moms) to build their displays.  We 
will have the materials needed to make the displays 
along with orchids.  If there is a particular container, 
prop, or plants including orchids that you would like 
to incorporate please bring it and we will be build 
your display together.  Participants will sign up for 
the contest that day.  I will care for the displays until 
I take them to the show. 

The show has 3 categories of Displays.  The first 
is Natural Arrangement, a display consisting of only 
natural materials including the exposed support 
material, which must also be natural.  Any use of 
non-natural materials must be hidden. The second 
category is: Cut Flower or Artificial Arrangement 
displays.  For these arrangements you can use cut 
flowers or potted plants along with man-made or 
natural products. The third category is Youth 17 and 
Under.  This category is broken into two sub-
categories.  These displays can be either Natural or 
Artificial/Cut Flower. 

All displays must have a maximum base 
dimension of 16" x 16", but they can be any height.  

Plants can be any size as long as they fit within 
the dimensions of the arrangement.  Plants in the 
display do not need to be labeled.   

Your display will need a title.  The title does not 
need to be related to the show theme but should 
reflect your design. 

To help with the design of your display, use a 
sheet of paper and write out the theme at the top.  
Under the theme write down three words that you 
think of when you say the theme.  From there, 
determine if you want to make an artificial or natural 
display.  Is the display going to match the theme of 
the show? Once you have an idea of how you would 
like your display to look, start drawing that idea. Use 
notes along the side to denote ideas and colors of 
plants.  You may need to produce more than one 
drawing to get your final design.  Back-ups are never 
a bad idea either as you may not be able to get the 
plants or materials that you want.   
 

Applications for the mini displays will be 
available at the June 14th meeting and on the HOS 
website. 

If you have any questions please let me know as 
I am more than happy to help, or go to the Hilo 
Orchid Society website for more information on the 
mini-displays. 

Have fun with your displays, 
 Whitney Steele 
  playinthepond@hotmail.com 

 
A mini display in 2024.  There is no height limit for mini 
displays. 

 
What you put in your mini display is limited only by your 
imagination.  This is Zoey Steele’s mini display in 2024.  

https://www.hiloorchidsociety.org/mini-displays.html
https://www.hiloorchidsociety.org/mini-displays.html
mailto:playinthepond@hotmail.com
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Orchid Conservation Exhibit Wins 
Gold at Chelsea Flower Show 

 

I bet you didn’t know that the Hilo Orchid Society 
was in London last month. 

The Chelsea Flower Show, held in London, 
England, is the most famous flower and garden show 
in England and perhaps in the world.  It is attended 
by 157,000 people, including the King and Queen of 
England. 

Last month, the exhibit by Orchid Conservation 
Chelsea won a gold medal.  This exhibit showed rare 
and endangered orchids from four habitat zones: 
Hong Kong & South China, Singapore, Australia, 
and Hawaii.  And helping to put together the 
Hawaiian part of the exhibit was our own Tom 
Mirenda (above). 

The exhibit caught the eye of Queen Camilla, but 
more importantly, it showed flower show attendees 
that we need to support conservation in order not to 
lose these natural treasures. 

The credits for the exhibit listed the American 
Orchid Society, which Tom also represents, and the 
Hilo Orchid Society.   So, our thanks to Tom for 
making this possible, and yes, the Hilo Orchid 
Society was in London last month! 

 
Ku’ikahi Mediation Center 

Preview Party 
 
Wine, Beer, Food, Flowers, Fun!  Hilo Orchid 
Show Preview Party is July 24 
 

You are cordially invited to the Hilo Orchid 
Show Gala Preview Party, a "fun"-raiser that kicks 
off the 2025 Orchid Show and Sale in Hilo... and 
raises funds for peace and agriculture.  Held from 
6:00 to 9:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 24 at the 
Edith Kanaka'ole Stadium, the evening gala 
features beverages, catered food, live music, and 
orchid pre-sales.  The event is low impact, with 
recycling and eco-friendly eating utensils. 

Each party-goer receives a souvenir wine or beer 
glass, in order to enjoy a wide array of fine wines, 
beer on tap from Kona Brewing Co., and hard 
beverages from Ola Brew and Kvasir’s Mead.  Also 
served are gourmet fruit juice, iced tea, and 
water.  Pupu, dinner, and dessert buffets are 
compliments of White Guava Café and friends.  
Vegetarian and vegan options are available. 

Tickets are $100 (of which $40 is tax deductible) 
and may be purchased in advance from The Most 
Irresistible Shop and Ku'ikahi Mediation Center.  
Reserved seating for 4, 6, 8, or 10 people is available 
at bronze, silver, gold, and platinum sponsorship 
levels.  To purchase tickets or tables with a credit 
card, visit 
https://hawaiimediation.org/event/previewparty2025/ or 
contact Carol at (808) 935-7844 ext. 8 or 
carol@hawaiimediation.org.  Tickets purchased 
online will be held at will call. 

All ticket proceeds benefit the non-profit 
Ku'ikahi Mediation Center and the cause of "Finding 
Solutions, Growing Peace."  All silent auction 
proceeds benefit Hilo Orchid Society’s agriculture 
student scholarship fund. 

“We hope the community will come out to enjoy 
a great party while supporting two good causes at 
this ‘fun’-raiser,” says Ku‘ikahi Executive Director, 
Julie Mitchell.  “Please join us as a partner for peace 
and a giver of hope.  Your support changes lives.” 
 

 

https://hawaiimediation.org/event/previewparty2025/
mailto:carol@hawaiimediation.org
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Orchid Stories 
What’s in a Name, Part 2 

Whole Lotta Shakin’ Goin’ On
Last time we looked at why taxonomists keep 
changing the names of orchid species, and how the 
process of defining a genus is somewhat subjective. 

But lately the basis for that process has changed, 
which has totally shaken up the world of taxonomy.  
What has changed is the method for deciding how 
closely two different species are related, and what 
has made that possible is DNA analysis. 

Scientists are now able to decode and compare 
pieces of DNA from many different species and see 
how they differ.  Mutations to DNA occur from time 
to time, and each mutation results in one difference 
in the DNA code.  For example, one species might 
have the sequence CTAAGTTCAG and another 
might have the sequence CTGAGTTCAG.  Each 
letter stands for one of four “base” molecules that 
make up DNA – that’s the code.  In our example, a 
mutation has changed the third letter from A to G.  
Of course, real DNA sequences are thousands of 
letters long. 

Scientists can then count how many differences 
there are between two species.  Species that have 
fewer differences are more closely related; those 
with more differences are more distantly related.  
Since it just involves counting, it’s a far simpler and 
more accurate method than guessing based on things 
like the shape of the lip.  Scientists can then arrange 
the species in a diagram to show the degree of 
difference between the species, or equivalently, how 
far back you have to go to find a common ancestor.  
Then the species can be grouped into genera based 
on their proximity in the diagram, which is called the 
cladistic approach. 

 
     ___ Brazilian Laelias 
    |  Sophronitis 
    __| 
   | |___ Cattleyas 
   __| 
  | |______ Brassavolas 
  __| 
 | |  ______ Cattleya aurantiaca 
 | | |   Cattleya skinneri 
 | |__| 
 |  |______ Rhyncholaelias 
 __| 
 |   ______ Epidendrums 
 |  | 
 |_____|  ___ Schomburgkias 
   |__| 
    |___ Mexican Laelias 
 

The preceding diagram is a simplified version of 
such an analysis done on several hundred orchid 
species in 2000 by taxonomist Cassio van den Berg 
for his PhD thesis.  The original analysis was much 
more detailed; I have grouped things for simplicity.  
If you trace the lines connecting groups of orchids, 
the farther you have to go to the left, the more 
distantly related they are.  Brazilian Laelias and 
Sophronitis are grouped together because in the 
detailed chart, they’re all intermixed with no obvious 
line of separation.   

Note that Brazilian Laelias are more closely 
related to Cattleyas than they are to Mexican Laelias.  
Based on this, taxonomists decided to split the 
Brazilian Laelias and the Mexican Laelias into 
separate genera.  Historically, Laelias had been 
separated from Cattleyas based on the number of 
pollinia in the flower – Cattleyas had four pollinia; 
Laelias had eight.  Over the years some scientists 
questioned whether this was a good criterion.  For 
example, other than the number of pollinia, Laelia 
purpurata (a Brazilian Laelia) looks much more like 
a Cattleya than it looks like any of the Mexican 
Laelias. 

So, in 2008, taxonomists decided to move all the 
Brazilian Laelias and all the Sophronitis species into 
the genus Cattleya.  Note that this makes sense when 
you look at the diagram – they are all closely related. 

Also note that a couple of Cattleya species 
(Cattleya aurantiaca and Cattleya skinneri) are not 
closely related to the other Cattleyas.  As a result, 
taxonomists moved these species (plus a couple of 
others not shown on this simplified diagram) into a 
new genus Guarianthe. 

The American Orchid Society and Britain’s 
Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) have approved 
these changes, so, like it or not, it’s official. 

All this makes for good news and bad news.  The 
good news is that, since the names now have a more 
scientific, logical rationale, they’re less likely to 
change again in the future.  

The bad news is that we now have tons of name 
changes to deal with, not just for species, but 
hybrids.  Next time we’ll talk about what happens to 
the hybrid names. 
 Larry Kuekes 



 5 

Orchids on the May Show Table Photos by Larry Kuekes 

   
Left: Cattleya mossiae semi-alba, grown by Dana Culleney 
Right: Miltoniopsis, grown by Dana Culleney 
 

   
Left: Dendrobium Stardust ‘Firebird’, grown by Whitney Steele 
Right: Miltoniopsis (Pink Lemonade x Bertha Baker ‘Florentine’), grown by Heather Herrick 
 

   
Left: Lycaste (macrophyllum x Okika), grown by Sherry Partlow 
Right: Lycaste cruentum, grown by Sherry Partlow 
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May AOS Awards Photos by Glen Barfield 

   
Left: Barkeria spectabilis 'Okika' AM/AOS, grown by Okika 
Right: Brassia Mary Taub Levin 'Shogun Hawaii' AM/AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii 
 
 

   
Left: Brassia Mary Traub Levin 'Leonard Gines' AM/AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii 
Right: Brassia Rex 'Okika' AM/AOS, grown by Okika 
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Left: Catamodes Dragon's Glade 'Black Diamond' AM/AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii 
Right: Catasetum Richie Moran 'Precious' HCC/AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii 
 
 
           

   
Left: Cattleya warscewiczii 'Broken Dreams' AM/AOS, grown by Gabe Oliveros 
Right: Paphiopedilum Rhys Keahi 'Slipper Zone Middle Grandson' AM/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Hilo Orchid Society 
P.O Box 4294 
Hilo, HI  96720 
 

 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Visit us on the web at 
www.hiloorchidsociety.org 

Hilo Orchid Society Officers and Trustees 
President – Ellen Train   pecetrain@gmail.com 
Vice President – Tom Mirenda biophiliak@gmail.com 
President-Elect – Kathy Gollaher 
Treasurer – Rick Kelley 
Recording Secretary – Larry Kuekes 
Corresponding Secretary – Dana Culleney 
 

Past President – Karl Mendonca 
Trustee 2025-2026 – Kathryn Duval 
Trustee 2025-2026 – Lise Dowd lisedowd@aol.com 
Trustee 2024-2025 – Sandra Dixon 
Trustee 2024-2025 – Cyndi Helton 
 
 

mailto:pecetrain@gmail.com
mailto:oliveros@orchideros.com
mailto:oliveros@orchideros.com
mailto:biophiliak@gmail.com
mailto:lisedowd@aol.com

