Next Meeting

Date: Saturday, July 13, 2024
Time: 1:30 Informal “talk story”
2:00 Meeting starts
Place: Kamana Senior Center,
127 Kamana St., Hilo
Topic: Your Orchids and How to Grow

Them

The July meeting will be devoted to your orchids and
how to grow them.

First, we’re going to have an extended review of
the show and tell table. In addition to showing you the
beautiful orchids that our members have brought in,
we’ll have a chance for the people who grew them to
tell us how they grew them and to share their growing
tips.

Larry Kuekes will give us a brief presentation
about mini displays for the orchid show, and how you
could create one with just a few orchids.

Then we’re going to have an open Q&A session.
Some of our experienced growers and AOS judges
will try to answer any all and of your questions. If you
have an orchid that has problems, bring it in and see
what the experts prescribe. Just one note of caution:
if your orchid has bugs on it — scale, mealy bugs, or
little fire ants — please don’t bring it in. We don’t want
to spread pests to other people’s plants. But you can
still ask the experts what to do to get rid of the bugs.

But it’s not just about problems. Want some
advice on what kind of fertilizer to use, and how much
and how often? How much shade or sun you should
be giving the particular kinds of orchids that you’re
growing?

Whatever you want to know, this meeting is about
helping you and answering your questions. We have
the best orchid growers in the state of Hawaii here, and
that means some of the best in the world. So don’t
miss this chance for them to share their knowledge and
experience!
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AOS Volunteer Service Awards
The American Orchid Society has recognized our
members Gerritt Takasaki and James Fang with the
Norito Hasagawa Award for Excellence in
Hybridization.
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Gerrit Takasaki, with his wife Lorene, above, owns
Hawaii Hybrids, where he has created over 89
Cattleya alliance hybrids, not to mention 156 hybrids
previously created at Carmela Orchids.

James Fang is the owner of Hilo Orchid Farm. James
has created over 200 orchid hybrids, mostly
Paphiopedilums.

Our congratulations to Gerritt and James!




Mini Display Crisis

Each year, the Hilo Orchid Show features mini
displays: small displays, with only a few orchids, no
more than sixteen inches wide but of unlimited
height, created by you, our members.

But this year we have a problem. The show is
coming up at the end of this month, and apparently
nobody is making a mini display!

Maybe you told someone that you’re making
one, but if it didn’t get written down for the Show
Committee, we don’t know about it. We need to
know how many mini displays there will be so we
can set up the tables for them.

It only takes a few orchids and some creativity to
make a mini display. Larry Kuekes will talk about
them at the meeting.

If you’d like to make a mini display for the
show, please fill out the registration form at the
meeting, or you can find it on our website
www.hiloorchidsociety.org on the Mini Displays
page under the Orchid Show menu. Mahalo!

Tiger Day at the Zoo

Tiger Day volunteers, from left: Cliff Devenport, Maureen
Lyons, Sherry Devenport, Chuck Hutchinson, Ellen Train

Mahalo to the Pana'ewa Zoo for allowing us to be
part of Tiger Zoo Day! Tzatziki and Sriracha turned
9 years old.

Mahalo to volunteers Dorthea and Jeff Fendenz
for the canopy and orchids for display. To Chuck
Hutchinson for bringing the men's tee shirts and
staying all day. To Cassie Hernandez for bringing
the women's tee shirts and tea towels, To Maureen
Lyons for being the best barker I ever heard, Sherry
and Cliff Devenport and Kathryn Duval for support.
Mahalo for the member, who last year, suggested we
sell tickets during Tiger Day at the Zoo. The Hilo
Orchid Society was able to spread the word about
orchids because of this suggestion.

Thirteen tickets, some tee shirts and more tea
towels were sold. Attendees picked up membership
brochures, photographed the poster and talked story.

VOLUNTEERS make activities like this possible.
MAHALO TO ALL VOLUNTEERS! é)

Ellen Train
Hilo Orchid Society
President


http://www.hiloorchidsociety.org/

Beginners Corner

Going to Pot, Part 2
Potting Mix

Don’t pot your orchids in dirt or a heavy mix like this. It will stay too wet and rot the roots.

Perverse plants that they are, orchids will grow in
anything except dirt. This has generated endless
discussion on the "ideal" potting mix. The truth is
that orchids respond to a combination of factors
including potting mix, frequency of watering,
fertilizer, and others, so which mix works best for
you depends on the rest of the culture you provide.

What to Use. As a beginner, use bark (medium-
size) to start with. You can experiment later with
other things.

Bark. Orchids grow naturally on bark on tree
limbs, of course, but in pots bark behaves
differently. Paradoxically, the advantage of using
bark is the same as the disadvantage: it decomposes.
Brand new bark absorbs hardly any water.
However, after a month or two the surface of the
bark starts to break down, resulting in a rich,
organic, free-draining mixture that is ideal for orchid
roots. Eventually the bark completely decomposes
into compost, which holds too much water and will
rot the roots. Plants like cattleyas will grow over the
side of the pot and need to be repotted before that
happens, anyway.

Tree Fern. Coarse tree fern hardly decomposes
at all and has excellent drainage. However, it holds
very little water, so you have to water it often. Many
people mix bark with coarse tree fern: the bark holds
some water and the tree fern helps extend the time
between repotting. Fine tree fern is another story: it

packs together and stays wet. One of my early
mistakes was to pot an Oncidium hybrid in fine tree
fern, which I thought (erroneously) was a good
match for the plant's thin roots. The mix held far too
much water; the roots rotted and the plant expired.

Between a Rock and a Hard Place. Pecople
have grown orchids on lava rock (“cinder”), gravel,
Styrofoam, even chunks of rubber tires. The
advantage of these substances is that the mix never
breaks down, so you only have to repot when the
plant outgrows the pot. The disadvantage is that you
have to use a complete fertilizer that provides all the
nutrients the plant needs, including micro-nutrients
(other than nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium)
that normally would be provided by the
decomposing medium. Also, rock can make the pots
very heavy; conversely, Styrofoam is so light that
the pots may tip over too easily.

Some growers use bark mixed with Perlite,
plastic pellets or “cinder” to lengthen the amount of
time before they will have to repot again.

Living Fossils. Back in prehistoric times, when
dinosaurs roamed landscapes of giant ferns, orchid
growers used to pot in osmunda. Some books still
recommend potting in osmunda. Their authors are
known as “living fossils”. No one uses osmunda
these days.

Next Month: what kind of pot to use.

Larry Kuekes



June Show and Tell Table Photos by Dana Culleney
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Lycaste suaveolens, grown by Sherry Partlow)

Cattleya purpurata Miltoniopsis



June AOS Awards Photos by Glen Barfield

Cattleya dowiana 'Volcanera' JC/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros

Left: Cattleya Aurora's Newyears Gift "Lues Freckles' AM/AOS, grown by GLA Orchids
Right: Cattleya dowiana f. rosita 'Philosopher's Stone' AM/AOS, grown by Gabriel Amaru
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Left: Catasetum Dapper Dots 'BJ' AM/AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii
Center: Restrepia brachypus 'Shogun Hawaii' CCE/AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii
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Left: Cattleya Fulvescens 'Peachy Keen' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros
Right: Cattleya harrisoniana h.f. alba (peloric) 'Okay' JC/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros
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Left: Cattleya purpurata "Monet' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros
Right: Cattleya Fulvescens 'Apricot Glow' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros

Left: Cattleya purpurata h.f. semialba 'Gabriel' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros
Right: Cattleya rex 'Mirtha Isabel' HCC/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros
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Left: Paph. Odette's Magically 'Slipper Zone Dark Smile' AM/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids
Right: Paph. Odette's Passion 'Slipper Zone Pink Glow' AM/AQOS, grown by Lehua Orchids

Left: Paph. Hawaiian Moonlight 'Slipper Zone Green Joy' AM/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids
Right: Paph. Petula's Splendor 'Slipper Zone Petite Charmer' AM/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids
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Left: Paph. Shin-Yi Leaf 'Slipper Zone Mrs. Song III' AM/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids
Right: Brassia jipijapensis 'Shogun Hawaii' AM-AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii
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Hilo Orchid Society Officers and Trustees

President — Ellen Train pecetrain@gmail.com Past President — Karl Mendonca

Vice President — Tom Mirenda biophiliak@gmail.com  Trustee 2023-2024 — Kathryn Duval
President-Elect — Kathy Gollaher Trustee 2023-2024 — Greg Luetticke-Archbell
Treasurer — Rick Kelley Trustee 2024-2025 — Sandra Dixon

Recording Secretary — Lise Dowd lisedowd@aol.com Trustee 2024-2025 — Cyndi Helton
Corresponding Secretary — Larry Kuekes

Hilo Orchid Society
P.O Box 4294
Hilo, HI 96720

FIRST CLASS MAIL

Visit us on the web at
www.hiloorchidsociety.org
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