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Next Meeting 
Date:  Saturday, Feb. 10, 2024 
Time:  1:30 Informal “talk story” 
 2:00 Meeting starts 
Place: Kamana Senior Center, 
 127 Kamana St., Hilo 
Speaker: Tim Culbertson 
Topics: Zygopetalums 
Zygopetalums are easy to grow and have striking 
fragrant flowers.  They have an eye-catching violet or 
purple lip, but new hybridization has produced 
different colors and temperature-tolerant plants. 

Tim Culbertson began 
growing orchids as an 
offshoot from working at 
Longwood Gardens in 
Philadelphia after college.  
He worked as an intern at 
the Smithsonian’s orchid 
collection under Tom 
Mirenda. 

Tim comes to us from 
southern California where 
he hybridizes Paphs and grows almost 3000 of them.  
“In short,” he says, “I really like plants.”  He is an 
AOS judge. 

If you’d like to learn more about these exotic-
looking, fragrant orchids, don’t miss this meeting! 

 
Zygopetalum Jumpin Jack ‘Kalapana’ 

Dues Are Due 
If you haven’t already paid, your membership dues for 
2024 are due.  New members who joined at our Orchid 
Show at Edith Kanaka’ole Stadium in July and 
members who joined in September 2023 or later are 
considered paid through 2024 and do not have to pay. 

For the rest of you, dues are still only $20 for 
individual membership or $25 for family membership.  
In return, you get a year of interesting speakers, 
newsletters, and activities, plus the chance to get 
together with folks who share your interest in these 
beautiful and fascinating plants. 

You can pay at the meeting, or fill out the form on 
page 7 and mail it in with your payment (address is on 
the form).  Thanks! 

 

 

Tom Mirenda Appointed VP 
Our longtime vice president, Ben Oliveros, has 
resigned his position due to pressure of other activities, 
including being the chair of the local AOS orchid 
judging center in Hilo.  Ben, we can’t thank you 
enough for your years of service.  You’re the greatest! 

As specified in our Bylaws, when such a vacancy 
occurs on the Board, the Board appoints a replacement.  
At the January Board meeting, the Board appointed 
Tom Mirenda (above) as our new vice president.  
Tom’s wide circle of contacts will serve him well (it 
seems Tom knows everyone in the orchid world).  
Tom, we wish you the best in your new position! 
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The HOS information table at the Master Gardeners event, with volunteers (from left) Cyndi Helton, Kathy Gollaher, Marcy Edgar. 
 

Master Gardeners Event 
On Sunday, January 28th, the Master Gardeners 
organization held a plant sale at the University of 
Hawaii’s Research Extension Center on Komohana 
St.   HOS had an information table at the event, 
where we answered questions about orchids, told 
people about the Hilo Orchid Society, and 

distributed information brochures. 
Kathryn Duval organized our participation at this 

event, assisted by volunteers Kathy Gollaher, Cyndi 
Helton, Marcy Edgar, Natalie Hebden, and Larry 
Kuekes.  Karl Mendonca lent the table for our booth, 
and OrchidPeople donated the cymbidium cut 
flowers.  Our thanks to you all! 
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January Members Choice Photos by Karl Mendonca 

   
Left:  1st place: Bulbophyllum grandiflorum ‘Leonard’s Leopard’ AM/AOS, grown by Larry Kuekes 
Right: 3rd place (tie): Coelogyne cristata, grown by Kathy Gollaher 
 
 
 

   
Left: 2nd place: Dendrochilum wenzelii, grown by Steve Meyer 
Right: 3rd place (tie): Dendrobium peguanum, grown by Steve Meyer 



 4 

January AOS Awards Photos by Glen Barfield 

 
Paph. Magically Fred' 'Slipper Zone In Hilo' FCC/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids 
 

    
Left: Cattleya walkeriana h.f. rubra 'Blackout JC/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
Right: Paph. Hilo Prince 'Majestic' AM/AOS, grown by Hilo Orchid Farm 
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Left: Cattleya Sincomedia 'Bigger is Better' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
Right: Laelia undulata h.f. alba 'Orchid Eros' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
 

   
Left: Paph. appletonianum 'New Year' AM/AOS, grown by Hilo Orchid Farm 
Right: Paph. Blushing Jewel 'Slipper Zone Translucent on High' AM/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids 
 
 

   
Left: Paph. Delightful Aura 'Slipper Zone Spots on High' HCC/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids 
Right: Paph. Egrets Presence 'Slipper Zone Yellow Grace' AM/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids 
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Left: Paph. Fluttering Grace 'Slipper Zone Gracious Spots' AM/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids 
Right: Paph. God's Pearl 'Slipper Zone White Joy' AM/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids 
 

   
Left: Paph. Graciously Hawaiian 'Slipper Zone Good Grief' AM/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids 
Right: Paph. Macabre President 'Slipper Zone Aren't They All' AM/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids 
 

 
Paph. Stellar Venus 'Slipper Zone Bright Glow' AM/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids 
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HILO ORCHID SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 

 
Please print this form, fill it out, and mail with your dues payment to: 
 

Hilo Orchid Society 
P.O. Box 4294 
Hilo, HI  96720 
 

Dues are $20 for individual membership, $25 for family membership. 

Please print clearly: 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ______________________________ 
 
Email for receiving newsletter:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
Check one: 

☐ Individual membership ($20) ☐ Family membership ($25) 
 
Check one: 

☐ I grant permission to publish this information in the Hilo Orchid Society Directory. ☐ I do not grant permission to publish this information in the Hilo Orchid Society Directory. 
 
Signature: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Optional: 
Are you interested in volunteering to help with any of the following activities?  Check as many as you like. 

☐ Monthly meetings ☐ Annual Orchid Show ☐ Orchid Isle Project (mounting orchids on trees in public spaces) ☐ Orchids at the Zoo ☐ Serving as an officer 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Hilo Orchid Society 
P.O Box 4294 
Hilo, HI  96720 
 

 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Visit us on the web at 
www.hiloorchidsociety.org 

Hilo Orchid Society Officers and Trustees 
President – Ellen Train   pecetrain@gmail.com 
Vice President – Tom Mirenda biophiliak@gmail.com 
President-Elect – Kathy Gollaher 
Treasurer – Rick Kelley 
Recording Secretary – Lise Dowd lisedowd@aol.com 
Corresponding Secretary – Larry Kuekes 
 

Past President – Karl Mendonca 
Trustee 2023-2024 – Kathryn Duval 
Trustee 2023-2024 – Greg Luetticke-Archbell 
Trustee 2024-2025 – Sandra Dixon 
Trustee 2024-2025 – Cyndi Helton 
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