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In-Person and Online Meeting 
Note: the meeting scheduled for Sat., 
September 10, 2022 will be held as an 
in-person meeting and an online Zoom 
meeting. 
Date:  Saturday, Sept. 10, 2022 
Time:  2:00 pm 
Place: Kamana Senior Center, 
 127 Kamana St., Hilo, or 
 on your computer or phone 
Speaker: Peter Lin 
Topic: Compact Vandaceous Species 

and Their Hybrids 
We’re used to Vandas being large plants that grow 
several feet tall.  But there are many smaller Vanda 
relatives that have bright, beautiful flowers, and these 
have been bred with Vandas to make hybrids that are 
compact and floriferous. 

This month, Peter 
Lin will tell us all about 
these fascinating plants.  
Peter started growing 
orchids 40 years ago but 
stopped due to school 
and a career.  About 15 
years ago the orchid 
“bug” came back and he 
is now heavily involved 
once again.  Peter runs Diamond Orchids, where he 
specializes in miniature orchids, both species and 
hybrids, and he has received numerous AOS awards.  
He is an AOS judge and was President of Orchid 
Digest Corporation. 

Most of the compact Vandaceous species and 
hybrids that he will talk about like warm growing 
conditions and will grow well in Hilo.  Peter will be 
giving the talk in person at the Kamana Senior Center, 
but we will also broadcast it on Zoom for those who 
can’t attend in person.  Don’t miss it! 

Help! Mini Displays Needed for 
Wailoa Art Center 
The Wailoa Art Center is the round building in Wailoa 
River Park that shows art by local artists.  They asked 
us to participate in their September show called Art 
Mosaic in Hawaii by providing small orchid displays 
to be placed between the artworks.  It’s a great 
opportunity for us to promote awareness of the beauty 
of orchids to the public.  Karl Mendonca and Sara 
Wagner will create 7 mini-displays of orchids for the 
first week of the art show. 

However, the show runs from Sept. 2 to Sept. 29, 
and that’s too long to expect the orchid blooms to last.  
So, Karl is asking for volunteers (you) to help create 
additional orchid mini-displays for the second and 
subsequent weeks of the art show.  Like the mini-
displays at our orchid show, they only need to have a 
few orchids in a pleasing arrangement.  However, 
unlike our orchid show, there are no absolute rules, so 
you are not limited to a strict 16x16 inch footprint.  
Your display could consist of one big specimen plant, 
or a few small plants, or whatever appeals to you. 

If you’d like to help, please contact Karl 
Mendonca at karlsandi@comcast.net or (808) 217-
7078.  Mahalo! 

 
What Happened to August? 
I apologize for not sending out an August HOS 
newsletter.  Instead of our August meeting, Rick 
Kelley generously offered to host a garden tour of his 
property, but the garden tour was scheduled a week 
earlier than usual. 

Unfortunately, this last-minute rescheduling 
decision gave me no time to create and send out the 
August newsletter.   

In the absence of a newsletter, we sent out a mass 
email to all of you to let you know about Rick’s garden 
tour.  We were very gratified by the number of people 
who attended, and we hope you enjoyed it 

 Larry Kuekes 
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Photos from the Show 
In July we were finally able to hold the Hilo Orchid Show for the first time in three years.  It was great!  Mahalo 
nui loa to everyone who helped out.  Here are just a few photos from the show.  Thanks to Dana Culleney for 
the photos. 

 
Steve Forman and Tom Mirenda setting up the HOS exhibit.  Tom and Karl Mendonca built the bamboo house for the show theme 
Orchid Ohana.  To see the finished exhibit after all the orchids were added, see the AOS Award photos on page 5. 
 

  
The HOS display also featured this spectacular Grammatophyllum scriptum in the bed of a vintage truck that Karl borrowed from a 
friend.  Our exhibit definitely had the wow factor! 
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Left: In between the setup and the show, Karl Mendonca got to relax for a few hours at the Preview Party on Thursday night. 
Right: Julie Goettsch, Sheryl Rawson and Donna Barr at our Orchid Doctor booth.  Need orchid psychiatric help?  The doctor is in! 
 

 
Orchid vendors were busy at the Preview Party.  We were pleased with the size of the crowds that came to the show. 
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Left: Gail and George Crosthwaite behind our Silent Auction table at the Preview Party.  It raised money for our Scholarship Fund. 
Right: On Saturday, kids could get their faces painted at the Keiki Corner.   
 

 
Cindy Caldicott selling T-shirts at the HOS booth.  We set a record for the number of new members signed up at the show, and we 
sold out all the T-shirts, the first time that has ever happened! 
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Hilo Orchid Show AOS Awards Photo by Glen Barfield 

 
Hilo Orchid Society exhibit, winner of a Silver Certificate and Show Trophy 
 
 
 

 
Island Sun Orchids exhibit, winner of a Silver Certificate 
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Dendrobium Nopporn Pink 'Carmela Splash' AM/AOS, grown by Carmela Orchids  
 
 
 
 

     
Left: Catasetum Orglade 'Orchidglade II' AM/AOS, grown by Hilo Orchid Farm 
Center: Louiscappeara Richard Ace Otaki 'MAE' AM/AOS, grown by Hawaii Hybrids 
Right: Paph. Wossner Kolorand 'Vecna's First' AM/AOS, grown by Jungle Mist Orchids 
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Left: Laelia anceps 'Ohana' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
Right: Aliceara Vivaceous (no clone name) HCC/AOS, grown by Mauna Kea Orchids 
 

 
Miltoniopsis Snow Charm 'Mauna Kea' AM/AOS, grown by Mauna Kea Orchids 
 

    
Left: Oncidium Aloha Kapoho 'Lava Flow' HCC/AOS, grown by Mauna Kea Orchids 
Right: Rlc. Lestat 'Bitten' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
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July AOS Awards Photo by Glen Barfield 

 
Vanda coerulea ‘Okika’ FCC/AOS, grown by Okika 
 
 
 

   
Left: Brassia Santa Ynez 'Okika' AM/AOS, grown by Okika 
Right: Cattleya Katherine Clarkson 'Lues' AM/AOS, grown by Greg Luetticke-Archbell 
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Cattleya pygmaea 'OrchidFix Tiny Gem' AM/AOS, grown by OrchidFix 
 
 
 

   
Left: Catasetum Logan Archer 'Honoli'i Phoenix' AM/AOS, grown by Sandra Dixon 
Right: Cattleya liliputiania 'Tiny Gem' CHM/AOS, grown by OrchidFix 
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Left: (Aspasium Tom and Wes x (Oncidium Saint Clement x Saint Wood)) 'Okika' AM/AOS, grown by Okika 
Right: Cattleya Katherine Clarkson 'Lues' AM/AOS, grown by Greg Luetticke-Archbell 
 
 

   
Left: Cattleya tigrina v. coerulea 'Green Sky Blue Grass' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
Right: Cattleya violacea h.f. flammea 'AW2-USA' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
 
 

   
Left: Dendrobium mirabelianum 'OrchidFix' HCC/AOS, grown by OrchidFix 
Right: Laelia praestans 'Dark Star' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
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Miltoniopsis phalaenopsis 'Okika II' AM/AOS, grown by Okika 
 
 
 

     
Left: Masdevallia Keiko Komoda 'OrchidFix Liquid Gold' HCC/AOS, grown by OrchidFix 
Center: Laelia splendida 'Hilo Bay' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
Right: Phragmipedium QF Walter Scheeren 'QF Scheeren' AM/AOS, grown by Quintal Farms 
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Left: (Laelia anceps v. veitchiana x Psychilis mariae) 'Blue Grass Revival' AD-AOS Orchid Eros 
Right: Oncidium Witch's Jewels 'Rowlings Magic' AM/AOS, grown by OrchidFix 
 
 

   
Left: Paph. Hilo Macabre 'Okika' AM/AOS, grown by Okika 
Right: Paph. Wonderful Pleasure 'Slipper Zone ' HCC/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids 
 
 

   
Left: Rlc. Pseudo Mc Donald 'Mirtha Isabel' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
Right: Rhyncattleyanthe Mem. Chao Tang Chang 'OrchidFix X3' HCC/AOS, grown by OrchidFix 
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FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Visit us on the web at 
www.hiloorchidsociety.org 

Hilo Orchid Society Officers and Trustees 
President – Karl Mendonca 
Vice President – Ben Oliveros  345-1371 

oliveros@orchideros.com 
Treasurer – Rick Kelley 
Recording Secretary – Lise Dowd lisedowd@aol.com 
Corresponding Secretary – Amy Friesen 
 
 

President-Elect – Ellen Train 
Past President – Tom Mirenda biophiliak@gmail.com 
Trustee 2021-2022 – Matthias Seelis 
Trustee 2021-2022 – Larry Kuekes 
Trustee 2022-2023 – Kevin Evans 
Trustee 2022-2023 – Sandra Dixon 
 
 
 
 
 


