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In-Person and Online Meeting

2022 Hilo Orchid Show is On!

Note: the meeting scheduled for Sat.,
May 14, 2022 will be held as an inperson meeting and an online Zoom
meeting.
Date:
Saturday, May 14, 2022
Time:
2:00 pm
Place:
Kamana Senior Center,
127 Kamana St., Hilo, or
on your computer or phone
Speaker: Larry Kuekes
Topics: Help! Where to get help on
growing orchids

After two cancelled years, we’re holding an orchid
show again this year. The show will take place Friday,
July 29 through Sunday, July 31, with show setup
happening earlier that week. Our orchid show is the
biggest one in the state of Hawaii, with beautiful
exhibits and a tempting array of orchids for sale by our
vendors.
See page 2 for more information about the show.

Suppose you’re trying to find the name of an orchid
cross, or the parentage of your new orchid, or
information on how to grow it. That’s all available on
the Internet, but do you know where to look to get your
questions answered?
This month Larry Kuekes
will talk about where to find
orchid info, both online and
through orchid organizations
and orchid people right here in
Hilo.
Larry graduated from Yale
University and had a career in
computers in Connecticut,
where he grew orchids on his windowsills, mostly
cool and intermediate growing types. In 2010 he
retired and moved to Hilo, where he started a small but
diverse collection of mostly warm-growing orchids in
a shade house near sea level. Although he grows some
hybrids, he’s a self-described “species nut”.
Larry was President of the Hilo Orchid Society in
2014-2015 and is currently our newsletter editor and
webmaster.
The presentation is done in Larry’s distinctive
style, including some tunes so you don’t fall asleep.
Don’t miss it!

Orchid Isle Project Update
Every time I gather with orchid loving people I learn
more about orchids.
Mahalo to Jeff Fendentz with his talent and
orchard ladder for attending the last two OIP tying in
trees events! Mahalo to Kathy Gollaher for attending
the last two OIP tying to trees outings with her sharp
knife and much needed burlap cutting skills. See
photos on page 4.
More mahalos to Eric Guttormsen, Jerry Panuano,
Carey Yost, Mehalani Jones and Greg LuettickeArchbell for tying orchids to trees. Mahalo for Susan
Sill and Kathyrn Duval for showing up.
OIP will be taking time off from mounting orchids
to trees. There is always a need to repot. Many of the
initial orchids received haven't been weeded. If you
are interested in helping with this please email me at
pecetrain@gmail.com.
Ellen Train

CALENDAR OF ORCHID EVENTS
The following events are held at Kamana Senior Centeer
May 14 2:00 pm
Hilo Orchid Society meeting
The following events are held at Komohana Ag Extension
Center, 875Komohana St, Hilo Room 202
May 14 4:00 pm
AOS judging
May 27 4:00 pm
AOS judging
The following events are held at Edith Kanaka’ole Stadium
July 28 afternoon Ribbon judging
July 28 6-9 pm
Preview Party
July 29 9:00-6:00 Hilo Orchid Show
July 30 9:00-5:00 Hilo Orchid Show
July 31 10:00-2:00 Hilo Orchid Show

HOS Display. We need volunteers to help with
show setup and setting up the HOS exhibit.
Of course, our exhibit will feature wonderful
orchids grown by members. If you have some
beautiful orchids in bloom at show time, lend them
to our display. You will get them back, of course,
and you just might win a ribbon or a trophy. Start
fertilizing now and as spikes come up, stake them to
be their most beautiful. Let’s all help create another
award-winning masterpiece for the Hilo Orchid
Society!
T-shirts and more
for sale.
Cindy
Caldicott will have Tshirts with the show art
(at left) for sale, as
well as other items.
And our new Orchid
Isle 2023 calendars
will be for sale.
Refreshments.
There will be a variety
of delicious dishes
from a food vendor
within the stadium, or
you can eat at one of
the nearby restaurants.
Speakers. Pauline Brault is arranging for an
excellent series of speakers and demonstrations to be
presented by our most knowledgeable HOS
members throughout the three days of the show.
Topics will cover various types of orchids and how
to grow them.
HOS/Membership Table. This is where visitors
can find out about and join our Society.
Orchid Doctor. Julie Goettsch will have a fun
Orchid Doctor stand, modeled after Lucy’s
“Psychiatric Help 5¢” stand in the Peanuts cartoon,
where attendees can get orchid questions answered.
Will you help? Putting on a show means taking
care of a myriad of tasks, as you can tell from the
descriptions of activities above. Volunteers are
needed for setup, take down, front gate, daytime
security, and other tasks. Our show can only
succeed if Society members are generous enough to
volunteer to help. It can be as little as two hours of
your time, and you will feel good that our show was
a big hit because of you. Get involved and be a part
of the Hilo Orchid Society’s signature event!

Orchid Ohana
The 68th Hilo Orchid Society Show and Sale,
“Orchid Ohana,” is coming! It’s the biggest and best
orchid show in the state of Hawai'i. It will take
place at Edith Kanaka'ole Stadium, July 29-31. AOS
and ribbon judging activities, as well as the Preview
Party will kick off the event on Thursday, July 28.
Then the show will open to the public, featuring
dazzling displays of orchids and vendor booths.
Show hours are:
• Friday, July 29,
9 am–6 pm
• Saturday, July 30,
9 am–5 pm
• Sunday, July 31,
10 am – 2 pm
July is not far away,
and show preparations are
already in full swing. Karl
Mendonca is working
very hard as our Show
Chair, and he has an
experienced group of
folks on the Show
Committee helping to
make the show a reality. Here’s what is going on.
Show Tickets. Tickets will be available from
any member of the Hilo Orchid Society for $3 if
purchased prior to the show. Ticket prices at the
door will be:
• Adult - $5
• Super pass good for 3 days - $8
Judging. On Thursday, July 28, before the show
is open to the public, events begin with AOS judging
in the morning and ribbon judging in the afternoon.
Ben Oliveros will manage AOS judging. John
Jusczak will be in charge of ribbon judging by HOS
members. Teams of HOS volunteers award 1st, 2nd,
and 3rd prizes (blue, red, and white ribbons) for
dozens of categories as well as Best in Show
trophies. This is a fun way for HOS members to
learn more about orchids and the traits that make
them outstanding.
Preview Party. Thursday night, 6 - 9 pm, the
Preview Party gala will be held at the show site.
Attendees will be able to buy their pick of orchids
from show vendors before the show opens.
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Members’ Photos
We love to share photos of our members’ orchids, so please send them to us at info@hiloorchidsociety.org.

Left: Dendrobium thrysiflorum growing on the side of Kawalani St., photographed by Vivian Ueoka
Right: Fierce-looking Dendrobium polysema, grown by Thane Pratt.

Ribbon Judging at the Show

trophies. And we will have the new class of trophy
judges that will come in at midafternoon and will
vote for the trophies from the finalists. The trophy
judges will come in and wait in the bleacher seating
until we are about ready to begin voting. They will
then vote with the ribbon judges for the top trophy
awards for the show:

Aloha HOS ribbon judges!
If you have ribbon judged in the past, you know
it is a lot of fun. If you haven’t, you should know
ANYONE is qualified to be a ribbon judge. When
you look at a flower, can you tell if you like it?
Bingo, you are qualified. If you want to take your
judging to a higher level, your judging teams are
captained by American Orchid Society judges who
can give you information on how good a specimen
the flower might be (but you can still vote however
you please).
We have some exciting new changes to ribbon
judging at the show this year. If you are a veteran
ribbon judge, you know it can be a long afternoon
with a lot of walking back and forth to look at plants.
We’ve tried to minimize that when it comes down to
the trophy voting phase but it is still tough. I’ve
seen some of our long-time ribbon judges struggling
or pushing themselves a little too hard so we are
introducing another class of judge this year to help
keep this show about the Hilo members.
We will still have the established ribbon judge
that comes in at lunch time, goes through all the
ribbon judging (and walking), and also votes for the

•
•
•
•
•
•

Grand Champion
Reserve Champion
Best Specimen
Best Species
Most Unusual
Best Miniature

This will enable those who have trouble getting
around or who have limited endurance to still vote
for top trophy awards and get a peek at the plants
before the show opens. We are also going to try to
move some of the more easily movable plants to one
table for voting but there will be some walking
around necessary for those plants that cannot be
easily moved. So, even if you need a cane to get
around, trophy judge could be ideal for you.
John Jusczak / Leslie Hayes-Cullins
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New Ribbon Judging Chair
It has been my pleasure to oversee ribbon judging
for a number of years now at the HOS show. I
haven’t actually been counting but it’s probably been
about 10 years since I apprenticed under ribbon chair
Leonard Gines. Leonard, a friend and one of my
mentors in the AOS judging program, stressed that
the show was for the HOS members and by the HOS
members and was to be inclusive and a place of
aloha. I have strived to keep the spirit the same as in
Leonard’s day and to limit changes to those that
would streamline the process and make it more
efficient.
As you probably know, this year’s show is on a
fast track. When I was checking with the person
who master-minded the miniature displays, she said,
“I can’t do it this year, I’m way too busy with work
– but I could do your job”. Well, if you know Leslie
Hayes-Cullins, you know that she typically devotes
herself to things fanatically and this seemed too
good an opportunity to pass up. I’ve been doing this
quite a while and maybe it is time for some fresh
energy. I am sure that she will respect Leonard’s
views which I believe were probably handed down
to him from those that preceded him. So, this year,
Leslie will be working with me on the ribbon
judging and next year she will be flying solo for ’23!

Orchid Isle Project volunteer Jeff Fendentz

John Jusczak

Orchid Isle Project volunteer Kathy Gollaher

Leslie Hayes-Cullins at the 2018 show
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April AOS Awards

Photos by Glen Barfield

Left: Cattleya Brazilian Midway ‘Too Good Too’ FCC/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros.
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Left: Correction - Ben Oliveros had two Cattleya warneri plants awarded in March. This is Cattleya warneri h.v. alba 'Mauna Kea'
HCC/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros. The orchid photo in last month’s newsletter labeled ‘Mauna Kea’ was actually ‘Snow in
Hawaii’ AM/AOS. We regret the error.
Right: Dracula Uschi ‘Okika’s Black Magic’ AM/AOS, grown by Okika

Left: Miltoniopsis Paradise Park ‘THX1138’ HCC/AOS, grown by Okika
Right: Phragmipedium caudatum ‘Makakai Mandarin’ AM/AOS, grown by Sandra Dixon
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Right: Paph. hangianum 'Beau' AM/AOS, grown by Hilo Orchid Farm

Left: Paph. Ghostly Illusion 'Slipper Zone My oh My' AM/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids
Right: Paph. Magically Fred 'Slipper Zone First Class' AM/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids
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Hilo Orchid Society Officers and Trustees
President – Karl Mendonca
Vice President – Ben Oliveros 345-1371
oliveros@orchideros.com
Treasurer – Rick Kelley
Recording Secretary – Lise Dowd lisedowd@aol.com
Corresponding Secretary – Amy Friesen

President-Elect – Ellen Train
Past President – Tom Mirenda biophiliak@gmail.com
Trustee 2021-2022 – Matthias Seelis
Trustee 2021-2022 – Larry Kuekes
Trustee 2022-2023 – Kevin Evans
Trustee 2022-2023 – Sandra Dixon

Hilo Orchid Society
P.O Box 4294
Hilo, HI 96720

FIRST CLASS MAIL

Visit us on the web at
www.hiloorchidsociety.org

