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Online Meeting 
Note: the normal meeting scheduled for 
Sat., March 12, 2022 has been replaced 
by an online Zoom meeting. 
Date:  Saturday, Mar. 12, 2022 
Time:  2:00 pm 
Place: On your computer or phone 
Speaker: Ben Oliveros 
Topics: Winning Awards 
Ben Oliveros knows how to win AOS awards for his 
orchids.  In the last 20 years, he has won over 200 of 
them. 

 AOS judges are 
looking for certain 
things, and this 
month, Ben will 
demystify what it 
takes to win an AOS 
award for your 
orchid.  In particular, 
he will talk about 
how to grow your 
orchids to their full 
potential. 

Ben is the owner of Orchid Eros, one of the major 
orchid nurseries on this island.  He specializes in 
quality, not quantity, growing and breeding award-
quality Cattleya species and hybrids.  Ben is an AOS 
judge and has judged in many regions as well as 
internationally at the World Orchid Conferencce and 
the Tokyo Dome orchid show. 

And of course, Ben is our Vice-President, having 
arranged for many years for our speakers from around 
the country and around the world. 

Even if you’re not looking for AOS awards, you 
can learn a lot from this expert grower about how to 
grow your orchids to be the best that they can be.  
Don’t miss it! 
 

Please Pay Dues – Last Chance! 
Your membership dues for 2022 are due by March 31.  
If you have already paid, thank you. 

New members who joined in September 2021 or 
later are considered paid through 2022 and do not have 
to pay.  Also, if you joined at our Orchid Sale at Edith 
Kanaka’ole Stadium last July, your membership runs 
through the end of 2022 and you don’t have to pay. 

For the rest of you, if we don’t receive your dues 
by March 31, we have to drop you from our 
membership list.  Please don’t make us do that! 

Dues are still only $20 for individual membership 
or $25 for family membership.  In return, you get a 
year of interesting speakers, newsletters, and activities, 
plus the chance to get together with folks who share 
your interest in these beautiful and fascinating plants. 
Please fill out the form on page 5 and mail it in with 
your payment (address is on the form).  Thanks! 

 
In-Person Meetings? 
The recent announcement by Governor Ige that most 
Covid restrictions will be dropped later this month has 
opened up the possibility of finally resuming in-
person meetings, perhaps as soon as April.  We still 
have to find out whether and when the Kamana Senior 
Center, our meeting place, will be allowing us to meet, 
so stay tuned. 

Likewise, that announcement has reopened the 
subject of whether we will be able to hold an orchid 
show this year.  President Karl Mendonca has reserved 
the Edith Kanaka’ole Stadium at the end of June, with 
the idea of holding either another orchid sale like we 
did last year, or an orchid show if the State and County 
rules will allow it.  Again, stay tuned. 
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Members’ Photos 
We love to share photos of our members’ orchids, so please send them to us at info@hiloorchidsociety.org. 

 
Phragmipedium kovachii ‘Okika’, grown by Glen Barfield.  It was brought in for judging but not judged, because the vibration while 
bringing it into Hilo and the heat made the flower collapse (it revived the next day).  The species was “discovered” by scientists in 
2001, though of course it had long been known to local people in Peru where it is native. 
 

        
Left: Prosthechea cocheata, grown by Lou Rhoades.    Right: Coelogyne mooreana, grown by Thane Pratt. 
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February AOS Awards Photos by Glen Barfield 

 
Cattleya aclandiae’Thaleia’, grown by Orchid Eros. 
 
 

   
Left: Oncidium Space Noez ‘Okika’ AM/AOS, grown by Okika. 
Right: Brassavola cuccculata ‘Trinidad’ CHM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
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Paphiopedilum Egret’s Presence ‘Slipper Zone Mellow Yellow’ AM/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids. 
 
 

   
Left: Cattleya amethystoglossa h.f. flammea ‘50th' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros. 
Right: Paphiopedilum Magically Fred ‘Slipper Zone Happily Hazy’ AM/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids. 
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HILO ORCHID SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 

 
Please print this form, fill it out, and mail with your dues payment to: 
 

Hilo Orchid Society 
P.O. Box 4294 
Hilo, HI  96720 
 

Dues are $20 for individual membership, $25 for family membership. 

Please print clearly: 
Name:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ______________________________ 
 
Email for receiving newsletter:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
Check one: 

☐ Individual membership ($20) ☐ Joint membership ($25) 
 
Check one: 

☐ I grant permission to publish this information in the Hilo Orchid Society Directory. ☐ I do not grant permission to publish this information in the Hilo Orchid Society Directory. 
 
Signature: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Optional: 
Are you interested in volunteering to help with any of the following activities?  Check as many as you like. 

☐ Monthly meetings ☐ Annual Orchid Show ☐ Orchid Isle Project (mounting orchids on trees in public spaces) ☐ Orchids at the Zoo ☐ Serving as an officer 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Hilo Orchid Society 
P.O Box 4294 
Hilo, HI  96720 
 

 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Visit us on the web at 
www.hiloorchidsociety.org 

Hilo Orchid Society Officers and Trustees 
President – Karl Mendonca 
Vice President – Ben Oliveros  345-1371 

oliveros@orchideros.com 
Treasurer – Rick Kelley 
Recording Secretary – Lise Dowd lisedowd@aol.com 
Corresponding Secretary – Amy Friesen 
 
 

President-Elect – Ellen Train 
Past President – Tom Mirenda biophiliak@gmail.com 
Trustee 2021-2022 – Matthias Seelis 
Trustee 2021-2022 – Larry Kuekes 
Trustee 2022-2023 – Kevin Evans 
Trustee 2022-2023 – Sandra Dixon 
 
 
 
 
 


