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Online Meeting

Dues Are Due

Note: the normal meeting scheduled for
Sat., February 12, 2022 has been
replaced by an online Zoom meeting.

Your membership dues for 2022 are due. New
members who joined at our Orchid Sale at Edith
Kanaka’ole Stadium in July and members who joined
in September 2021 or later are considered paid
through 2022 and do not have to pay.
If you have already renewed your membership for
2022, thank you! If not, please fill out the form on
page 5 and mail it in with your payment (address is on
the form). Mahalo!
Dues are still only $20 for individual membership
or $25 for family membership. In return, you get a
year of interesting speakers, newsletters, and activities,
plus the chance to get together with folks who share
your interest in these beautiful and fascinating plants.

Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:
Topics:

Saturday, Feb. 12, 2022
2:00 pm
On your computer or phone
Nina Rach
Sobralias

Sobralias have beautiful flowers that look like
Cattleyas but more delicate, but the plants look
nothing like Cattleyas.
This month, Nina
Rach will tell us all
about Sobralias. Nina
is a hobbyist in
Houston, Texas with a
mixed collection of
species and hybrids.
Nina
has
been
growing orchids for
45 years and has been
an AOS judge for 25
years.
She is
particularly interested
in Stanhopeas and Sobralias and has given many talks
on these genera, including presentations at two World
Orchid Conferences.
Nina will actually be visiting the Big Island in
February, but unfortunately, with the continuing
pandemic, we’re not yet ready to start having inperson meetings again.
Sobralias grow easily on the Big Island, but few of
us here grow them. Want to find out more about these
beauties? Don’t miss this meeting!

In Orchids Magazine
The December issue of Orchids magazine was
especially noteworthy for us here on the Orchid Isle.
The cover photo by Glen Barfield, along with an
article by our past President Tom Mirenda, featured
Cycnoches cooperi, grown by Ben Oliveros, owner of
Orchid Eros. The article described how Ben won an
AQ/AOS (Award of Quality, given to a group of
plants) for the plants of this species that he grew.
In addition, there was an article about
Papilionanthe (Vanda) Miss Joaquim, the orchid that
is on our HOS logo. The article examined the question
of whether Miss Agnes Joaquim, a resident of
Singapore in the late 1800s, hybridized this orchid or
whether she grew it from a natural seedling.
And, of course, there was Tom Mirenda’s monthly
column, titled “December: The Faithful Month.”
Orchids is the magazine of the American Orchid
Society and is sent to AOS members. For more
information about AOS or to join, visit their website
www.aos.org.

Society was first to attract my interest. I became a
member at the initial meeting I attended, almost five
years ago. It wasn’t long before the friends I made
there led me to the Hawaii Island Palm Society,
Ohana Lehua Bonsai Club, and Big Island Water
Garden Club. I now spend my days enjoying my
garden, practicing what I’ve learned from these
special organizations, and serving them as best I can.
I’ve focused largely on the Hilo Orchid Show;
ultimately acting as Show Chair in 2018 and 2019.
I’ve also been a member of
the Board for the last two
years. I especially want to
express thanks to Tom
Mirenda, our past President,
and all other current and
previous Board members
who will help me transition
into this new role, for
embracing the challenges of
the past two years with the
pandemic. They kept our
Society active and engaged,
thriving as other clubs went
dormant in response.
I would like to share
three goals I’ve set for
myself as President of the
Hilo Orchid Society: 1)
building on the current
success and keeping our Society vibrant and
blooming, 2) when the time is appropriate, being
prepared to transition safely back to “In Person”
meetings and activities, and 3) reviving our beloved
Hilo Orchid Show.
I look forward to serving as your President and
meeting you in person soon.

President’s Message
Who is the President of the Hilo Orchid
Society?
It’s been nearly two years since the Hilo Orchid
Society has hosted an in-person meeting. Over that
time, the society has added many new members.
Unfortunately, because of the pandemic, I’ve not had
the opportunity to meet all of you; so I thought I
would share a little bit
about myself.
I’m kama’aina, born on
Oahu, and grew up in Hilo.
I left Hawaii and attended
college at Colorado State
University. I earned a
Forestry degree there but I
made a promise to myself
to someday return home to
Hawaii. It would end up
being a long wait. I had a
rewarding career with the
U.S. Forest Service and
Bureau
of
Land
Management,
enjoying
opportunities for growth,
living, and working in the
scenic
forests
and
mountains of Oregon and
Colorado. After 33 years away, it was finally time to
retire and fulfill my wish to return home. In the winter
of 2017, my wife Sandi and I traded the snowy
mountains of Colorado for the balmy tropical climate
of my hometown Hilo.
We are blessed to have found a beautiful home
and property where I can focus my passion for
gardening. I soon found myself joining many garden
clubs and meeting wonderful people who shared my
love of nature and being outdoors. The Hilo Orchid

A Hui Hou Kākou (until we meet again),
Karl Mendonca
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Seen Around Town

Wild Epidendrum, possibly Epidendrum cinnabarinum, growing at Island Veterinary Center. Photo by Thane Pratt.

Miltoniopsis growing on a tree in Fern Acres. Photo by Tandy Newsome.
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January AOS Awards

Photos by Glen Barfield

Top left: Laelia anceps ‘Blushing Bride’ AM/AOS, grown by
Orchid Eros
Top right: Cattleya coccinea (clonal name TBD) AM/AOS,
grown by Quintal Farms
Left: Dendrobium spectabile ‘Kai’s Gift’ CCM/AOS, grown
by Quintal Farms
Bottom left: Paph. Hawaiian Eruption 'OrchidFix' AM/AOS,
grown by OrchidFix
Bottom right: Paph. Spotted Thunder 'Abbondanza' AM/AOS,
grown by Hilo Orchid Farm
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HILO ORCHID SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM
Please print this form, fill it out, and mail with your dues payment to:
Hilo Orchid Society
P.O. Box 4294
Hilo, HI 96720
Dues are $20 for individual membership, $25 for family membership.
Please print clearly:
Name:

_________________________________________________________________

Address:

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Phone:

______________________________

Email for receiving newsletter: ___________________________________________________
Check one:

☐ Individual membership ($20)
☐ Joint membership ($25)
Check one:

☐ I grant permission to publish this information in the Hilo Orchid Society Directory.
☐ I do not grant permission to publish this information in the Hilo Orchid Society Directory.
Signature: ____________________________________________________________________
Optional:
Are you interested in volunteering to help with any of the following activities? Check as many as you like.

☐ Monthly meetings
☐ Annual Orchid Show
☐ Orchid Isle Project (mounting orchids on trees in public spaces)
☐ Orchids at the Zoo
☐ Serving as an officer
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Hilo Orchid Society Officers and Trustees
President – Karl Mendonca
Vice President – Ben Oliveros 345-1371
oliveros@orchideros.com
Treasurer – Rick Kelley
Recording Secretary – Lise Dowd lisedowd@aol.com
Corresponding Secretary – Amy Friesen

President-Elect – Ellen Train
Past President – Tom Mirenda biophiliak@gmail.com
Trustee 2021-2022 – Matthias Seelis
Trustee 2021-2022 – Larry Kuekes
Trustee 2022-2023 – Kevin Evans
Trustee 2022-2023 – Sandra Dixon

Hilo Orchid Society
P.O Box 4294
Hilo, HI 96720

FIRST CLASS MAIL

Visit us on the web at
www.hiloorchidsociety.org

