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Online Meeting 
Note: the normal meeting scheduled for 
Sat., August 14, 2021 has been replaced 
by an online Zoom meeting. 
Date:  Saturday, August 14, 2021 
Time:  2:00 pm 
Place: On your computer or phone 
Speaker: Tom Mirenda 
Topic: Tom’s African Adventure 
One of the things that we have missed during the 
pandemic is being able to travel.  This month, our own 
Tom Mirenda will take us on a vicarious trip to Africa 
as we follow a journey that he took in 2019. 

Tom went there to judge the Kenya Orchid Society 
show, but in addition to 
Nairobi and other places in 
Kenya, he also visited 
Mauritius, Kwa Zulu Natal, 
South Africa, and Gabon in 
West Africa 

He saw hundreds of 
orchid species, but also 
fantastic non-orchids, 
spectacular scenery, and 
wildlife. 

If you’d like to hear about some exotic places and 
the orchids that grow there, as well as the people and 
sights that Tom encountered along the way, don’t miss 
this meeting! 

 

HOS Orchid Sale Success 
Although we couldn’t have an orchid show this year, 
we did the next best thing.  We were able to use our 
reservation at the Edith Kanakaole Stadium to hold a 
Hilo Orchid Sale, the first such live event in more than 
a year.  And the response was tremendous. 

Because of County COVID restrictions, we had to 
leave a lot of empty space in the stadium, so we 
limited the sale to only orchid vendors, no craft 
vendors.  Also, the County limited us to having no 
more than 100 people on the Stadium floor at any one 
time.  People waited patiently to get in.  Like a 
supermarket in the early days of the pandemic, we 
counted people coming in and going out – if 3 people 
left, we let another 3 people enter. 

But, even with all the restrictions, people couldn’t 
get enough of the sale.  Some of the vendors sold out.  
Everyone, it seems, was hungry for an in-person 
event.  We got to see friends there who we hadn’t seen 
in more than a year. 

In addition to the orchid vendor booths, we had a 
Hilo Orchid Society booth, where we signed up new 
members, sold orchid supplies such as bark, and our 
local American Orchid Society (AOS) judging center 
sold donated items to raise money for the judging 
center.  All of these activities were successful beyond 
our expectations.  Lots of money was raised, and we 
signed up 49 new memberships (see article on the next 
page). 

At the entrance, we had a jar for donations to our 
scholarship fund, and people were generous.  We 
raised $2404 for the scholarship fund, including a 
$1000 donation from Gerrit and Lorene Takasaki of 
Hawaii Hybrids.  Mahalo nui loa, Gerrit and Lorene! 

And a big mahalo to all the volunteers who helped 
make the orchid sale possible, to everyone who 
donated items to sell to raise money, and to our 
commercial vendors who proved once again that 
everyone loves orchids, and if you love orchids, Hilo 
is the place to be! 
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President’s Message 
Dear Hilo Orchid Society Ohana, 

As many of you know, our orchid sale at the Edith 
Kanaka’ole Stadium was quite a success.  I personally 
want to applaud all who participated.  I am humbled 
by the way everyone pitched in to share their 
knowledge, talents, 
energy, brawn, brains 
and passion to make this 
event the roaring success 
it was.  None of us knew 
what the turnout would 
be…and it was a bit like 
plunging into the 
abyss… But it was less 
scary to take that plunge 
knowing our friends and 
fellow orchid lovers 
were at our sides. 

The fact that it was a win-win-win experience for 
the Vendors, the Judges and the Hilo Orchid 
Society…. not to mention the PUBLIC is testament to 
the power of our collective drive, passion and 
positivity.  I’m so very proud of all of us…..and so 
pleased that we are so ably equipped to share the 
magic that Orchids bring to our existence.  Our world 
needs more of this…..especially now. 

Hugz to all! You take my breath away …. just like 
a new rare orchid unfurling. 
 Tom 
 

New Members from the Sale 
Ellen Train, our Membership Chairperson, wrote us: 
 
Yay!  The HOS sale netted 49 new memberships! 
This is an increase of five (over 10%) from our 2019 
show and sale. Three of the 49 memberships were 
former members.  Also, three memberships were 
renewed, two individual and one joint. The 
Membership Committee volunteers did an 
outstanding job of recruiting friends and total 
strangers to join the society. When you see them 
please say mahalo nui loa to Joalene Young, Ruth 
Robison, Jeanie Megonigal, Victoria Azuolas, Susan 
Sill, Gary Balfrantz, Kathy Gollaher, Linda Damas, 
Phoebe Lambeth, Eric Guttormsen, and Pam Wall. 

Photo Contest Reminder 
Our 2021 orchid photo contest is still going on, but 
we’re down to the last two months.  The deadline for 
submitting photos is October 1.  We welcome 
submissions from members.  There are only two 
rules: 

• The photo must include an orchid. 

• You must be the photographer.  You don’t have to 
be the grower.  In other words, it can be somebody 
else’s orchid, but it can’t be somebody else’s 
photo. 

You may submit as many photos as you like.  Email 
photos to info@hiloorchidsociety.org. 

In October, we will have a panel of judges narrow 
down the photos to the “top 10”, and then in 
November, you, our members, get to vote to choose 
the winner. 

The winning photographer will get two tickets to 
our December Holiday Party, worth $50.  We are 
hoping to hold a Holiday Party this year, but if it gets 
cancelled, the photo contest winner will receive a $50 
gift certificate for buying orchids. 

So, don’t delay.  We know you have some 
beautiful orchid photos, and we want to see them! 

 
Lou Rhoades was the winner of last year’s photo contest with 
this photo of Dendrobium tangerinum. 
 
CALENDAR OF ORCHID EVENTS 
Aug. 12 2:00 pm Hilo Orchid Society Zoom meeting 
Aug. 12 4:00 pm AOS judging, 28-499 Kulaimano St., 
   Pepeekeo, HI 
Aug. 27 4:00 pm AOS judging, 28-499 Kulaimano St., 
   Pepeekeo, HI July 30 11:30-7:00 
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Photos From the Orchid Sale  

 
The stadium may have looked empty, because we had to follow County COVID restrictions.  Nevertheless, people were eager to 
finally go to an in-person orchid sale, and some of the vendors sold out.  Panorama from photos by K.T. Cannon-Eger. 

   
Left: Dana Culleney with some of her purchases.  I bet she has a big smile behind her mask.  Photo by Cindy Walker. 
Right: Blc. Shannon Conner ‘Pink Paradise’ at the Hawaii Hybrids booth.  Photo by Dana Culleney. 
 

   
Left: Chondranthes Amazing Andrea 'Pretty in Pink' at the Kalapana Tropicals booth. 
Right: Dendrobium hekouense, a newly described species (2011) from China, at the Orchid Fix booth.  Photos by Dana Culleney. 
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Members’ Photos 
We love to share photos of our members’ orchids, so please send them in.  Here are some recent photos. 

 
Dendrobium (unlabeled), grown by Lou Rhoades 
 

   
Left: Lc. Mary Ellen Carter ‘Dixie Hummingbird’ growing on hapu’u, grown by Julie Goettsch 
Right: Vanda Miss Joaquim, grown by Shelby Smith 
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June/July AOS Awards Photos by Glen Barfield 

   
Left: Cattleya Pole Star ‘Isabel’ AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
Right: Paph. Johanna Burkhardt 'OrchidFix Abondanza' FCC/AOS, grown by Orchid Fix. 
 

   
Left: Paph. Harold Koopowitz ‘Mum’s OrchidFix’ AM/AOS, grown by OrchidFix. 
Right: Rlc. Memoria Gladys Figueroa ‘Emi Chang’ AM/AOS, grown by Island Sun Orchids 
 

   
Left: C. loddigesii h.f. coerulea ‘Mike Zito’ AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
Right: C. Pole Star ‘Isabel’ AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
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Left: Bulbophyllum lobbii ssp. brevifolium ‘Pete’s Pick’ HCC/AOS, grown by Okika 
Right: Encyclia Cindy ‘Sweet Spot’ HCC/AOS, grown by Island Sun Orchids 
 

   
Left: Cattleya tenebrosa ‘Fred Meets Bo;;’ AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
Right: Cattleya violacea h.f. flamea ‘Nosferatu’ AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
 

   
Left: Paph. Petulas’s Rhapsody ‘Slipper Zone Pink Flares’ HCC/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids 
Right: Paph. Presidential Allure ‘Slipper Zone Pink Twisst’ HCC/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids 
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Left: Brassavola nodosa ‘Shogun’s Titan’ AM/AOS. Grown by Shogun Hawaii 
Center: Cattleya purpurata ‘Isabel’ HCC/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
Right: Cattleya purpurata h.f. carnea 'Shogun's Cherry Kiss' AM/AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii 
 

     
Left: Cattleya aclandiae ‘Gabriel’ AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
Right: Cattleya dowiana f. rosita ‘Sebastian’ AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
 

     
Left: Cattleya purpurata h.f. striata 'Shogun's Seductive Glen' AM/AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii. 
Center: Cattleya purpurata h.f. werkhauseri 'Silver Giant' AM/AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii 
Right: Cattleya tigrina 'Bill's Bounty' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
 

   
Left: Paph. Enchanting Pleasure AQ/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids 
Right: Paph. Hawaiian Moonlight AQ/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Hilo Orchid Society 
P.O Box 4294 
Hilo, HI  96720 
 

 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Visit us on the web at 
hiloorchidsociety.org 

Hilo Orchid Society Officers and Trustees 
President – Tom Mirenda biophiliak@gmail.com 
Vice President – Ben Oliveros  345-1371 

oliveros@orchideros.com 
Treasurer – Larry Kuekes  860-380-7964  

lkuekes@me.com 
Recording Secretary – Lise Dowd lisedowd@aol.com 
Corresponding Secretary – Amy Friesen 
 
 

President-Elect – Karl Mendonca 
Past President – Dana Culleney 430-6653 
 hilo.okika@gmail.com 
Trustee 2020-2021 – Shelly Nowaki 
Trustee 2021-2022 – Matthias Seelis 
Trustee 2021-2022 – Ellen Train 
 
 
 
 
 


