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Garden Tour 
Note: the normal meeting scheduled for 
Sat., June 12, 2021 has been replaced 
by a tour of Rick Kelley’s garden. 
Date:  Saturday, June 12, 2021 
Time:  10:00 am and 1:00 pm 
Place: Rick Kelley’s property 
Note: By reservation only 

This month, for the first time in over a year, we will 
be having a physical get-together of HOS members.  
Rick Kelley has generously offered to let members 
tour his 3-acre property that has more than 100 orchids 
growing on trees, the way they grow in nature. 

We have asked people to register in advance in 
order to attend.  This is in order to comply with the 
state/county limits on the sizes of gatherings. 

Response has been tremendous.  Both the morning 
and afternoon tours are full or nearly full.  If you want 
to attend but haven’t responded yet, let us know.  We 
may be able to squeeze you in, but at this point we 
can’t promise anything.   

Walking the trails through Rick’s garden is about 
half a mile, with some shallow steps, but people are 
free to see as much or as little as they like.  Rick will 
offer guided walks though the garden.  Those who 
prefer to keep their distance are free to stroll around 
the garden on their own. 

Brief passing showers are normal in Puna.  We 
recommend bringing an umbrella, just in case.  If the 
event has to be postponed due to heavy rain, we will 
notify participants the day before. 

Rick’s property is a showplace of orchids growing 
on trees.  Of course, not every orchid will be in bloom, 
but many of them will be.  In addition, Rick has many 
rare varieties of palms, plus other beautiful garden 
plants. 
 

 
A recent photo of Cattleya Dupreana var. coerulea growing on a 
tree in Rick Kelley’s garden.  This orchid will not still be in 
bloom for the garden tour, but others will be. 
 
 

July Orchid Sale is Coming 
Although our annual Hilo Orchid Show was cancelled 
this year, the Board has been planning other events.  
On July 30-31, we are holding a big orchid sale event 
(not a show) in Edith Kanaka’ole Stadium.  Many of 
our commercial orchid vendors who normally sell at 
the orchid show will be there. 

Karl Mendonca is organizing the event and 
working with the County.  We have the stadium 
reserved and verbal approval from the County, and 
we’re told that official approval will arrive soon.  
We’ll keep you posted! 
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President’s Message 
All of our sacrifice and hard work is coming to 
fruition. Things are starting to open up again due to 
the fact that so many of us followed the rules and most 
importantly, understood that our sacrifices were all 
about ALOHA for our friends, neighbors and people 
of our beautiful Islands….as well as the Island we call 
planet Earth.  I can say this with evidence in that we 
are about to have our 1st 
in-person event in 16 
months: a tour of the 
incredible gardens of 
Rick Kelley. If you’ve 
never been there you are 
in for an amazing treat 
for the senses. If you 
have, you will be 
astonished at how years 
of Rick’s diligence have 
paid off so spectacularly.  

It also appears that we have the go ahead from the 
authorities to hold an Orchid Bazaar and Sale (in lieu 
of our cancelled show) at the Edith Kanaka’ole 
Stadium at the end of July! We still have to follow the 
Rules but I, for one, am so pleased that we will have 
the opportunity to see our friends and add to our plant 
collections this summer! More information about 
these events is forthcoming! Get ready! We’re 
baaaack! I hope I see you there! 

 Tom 
 
Scholarship Fund Appeal 
Our Scholarship Fund is our reserve of money out of 
which we pay for our annual scholarships for students 
at the University of Hawaii at Hilo.  These 
scholarships are $3000 for each student. 

We try to maintain enough money in the fund for 
two years’ worth of scholarships for two students: 
$12,000.  Normally, the proceeds of the Silent 
Auction at our annual Hilo Orchid Show goes into the 
fund. 

Last year and this year, no money went into the 
Scholarship Fund, because there was no Hilo Orchid 
Show.  But there were still deserving students, so we 
still gave out scholarships.  The result is that we now 
have only $3,000 in the fund, which will soon 
disappear when (and if) we give scholarships this year. 

We don’t want our scholarships to dry up just 
because we haven’t been able to hold an orchid show.  
In the past, some HOS members have generously 

sponsored our orchid show, donating $1000 (gold 
sponsor), $500 (silver sponsor) or $300 (bronze 
sponsor) to support the show.  In the absence of a 
show, we would like to ask those members who might 
have been show sponsors to consider donating a 
similar amount for our scholarship fund as a way to 
support the Hilo Orchid Society.  Of course, 
donations of any size are welcome. 

Any money that is donated for the scholarship 
fund will be held separately and will only be spent on 
scholarships.  To donate, please send a check to 

 Hilo Orchid Society 
 P.O. Box 4294 
 Hilo, HI  96720 

Please note “scholarship” on the check or an attached 
note, so we know that’s what it’s for. 

Mahalo nui loa. 
 

 

Honolulu Orchid Society Meeting 
Hilo Orchid Society members are invited to attend the 
Honolulu Orchid Society Zoom meeting at 7:00 pm 
on June 9.  You must register for the meeting no later 
than June 8.  To register, click here.  
 
CALENDAR OF ORCHID EVENTS 
June 9  Honolulu Orchid Society Zoom meeting 
June 12  Rick Kelley orchid garden tour 
June 12 4:00 pm AOS judging, 28-499 Kulaimano St., 
   Pepeekeo, HI 
June 25 4:00 pm AOS judging, 17-1072 Old Volcano 
  Road, Mountain View, HI 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYqc-GhrzMpE9N0Y4QkQJ8UlIyx0mLl6K_d
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Members’ Photos 
We love to share photos of our members’ orchids, so please send them in.  Here are some recent photos.  

   
Left: Barkeria spectabilis, grown by Thane Pratt. 
Right: Dendrobium aggregatum, grown by Lou Rhoades 
 

   
Left: Cattleytonia Why Not, grown by Linda Damas 
Right: Rlc. Ports of Paradise, grown by Julie Goettsch 
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May AOS Awards Photos by Glen Barfield 

   
Left: Cattleya. schilleriana 'Terpsichore' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
Right: Cattleya warscewiczii h.f. concolor 'Turberllino' CHM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
 

   
Left: Rlc. Gabrielle de Lioncourt 'Bitten' HCC/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
Right: (Brs. Orange Delight x Onc. Illustre) 'Trixie' HCC/AOS, grown by Aka's Orchids 
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Left: Paph. Hawaiian Pops 'Slipper Zone Red Rampant' HCC/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids 
Right: Paph. Macabre Drama 'Slipper Zone Sepal Sincerity' AM/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids 
 

   
Left: Paph. Macabre Illusion 'Slipper Zone Blood Pressure' AM/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids 
Right: Paph. Shirley Amundson 'Orchid Fix Thanks Kai' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Fix 
 

 
Paph. Shirley Amundson 'Orchid Fix' HCC/AOS, grown by Orchid Fix 

Some AOS Awards, based on a 100 point scale: 
 
Flower quality awards: 
FCC (First Class Certificate: 90+ points 
AM (Award of Merit): 80-89 points 
HCC (Highly Commended Certificate): 75-79 points 
 
Culture awards: 
CCE (Certificate of Cultural Excellence): 90+ points 
CCM (Certificate of Cultural Merit): 80-89 points 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Hilo Orchid Society 
P.O Box 4294 
Hilo, HI  96720 
 

 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Visit us on the web at 
hiloorchidsociety.org 

Hilo Orchid Society Officers and Trustees 
President – Tom Mirenda biophiliak@gmail.com 
Vice President – Ben Oliveros  345-1371 

oliveros@orchideros.com 
Treasurer – Larry Kuekes  860-380-7964  

lkuekes@me.com 
Recording Secretary – Lise Dowd lisedowd@aol.com 
Corresponding Secretary – Amy Friesen 
 
 

President-Elect – Karl Mendonca 
Past President – Dana Culleney 430-6653 
 hilo.okika@gmail.com 
Trustee 2020-2021 – Ingrid Mendoza 
Trustee 2020-2021 – Shelly Nowaki 
Trustee 2021-2022 – Matthias Seelis 
Trustee 2021-2022 – Ellen Train 
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