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Online Meeting

President’s Message

Note: the normal meeting scheduled for
Sat., May 8, 2021 has been replaced by
an online Zoom meeting.

Dear Hilo Orchid Society Ohana,
With the successful vaccine rollout here in the
Hawaiian Islands and the fact that currently anyone
who wants a vaccine is now eligible to get one, many
of us are feeling a little freer these last couple of
months. Indeed, we Big Island residents are among the
most fortunate on Earth due to the fact that our leaders
and citizens have acted so
responsibly for the past year.
All of us are hopeful that we
can safely resume in person
meetings later this year.
Many of us got a taste of this
at the wildly successful
socially distanced orchid
popup sale held recently. The
turnout was most gratifying
and our professional growermembers, Karen Kimmerle (Island Sun), Caleb Houck
(Jungle Mist) and Norman Mizuno all supplied
fabulous, interesting and reasonably priced orchids for
members old and new to enjoy. Beyond that, many
that attended the two-hour event got to re-connect
with old orchid friends they hadn’t seen in person for
over a year. It was so lovely to see you all.
In addition, Board member Matthias Seelis
(Shogun Hawaii) donated some hefty Honohono
orchids (Dendrobium anosmum) to all members who
have attended recent meetings that were distributed at
the sale. Our plan is to make growing and blooming
these Honos a group project for the next 12 months. It
is still not too late to participate, so please contact me
if you would like to receive a plant. We will give basic
instructions to you throughout the year. We hope
everyone will have great success with them, but
wouldn’t it be kool if you grew the longest canes with
the largest number of flowers!? You gotta be in it to
win it!
Tom
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Claude Hamilton
Broughtonia

Broughtonia is a genus native to Jamaica and Cuba,
best known for Broughtonia sanguinea, a species with
small but brightly colored round, flat flowers, good
qualities for breeding with other orchids in the
Cattleya alliance.
Our speaker this
month is an authority
on these orchids.
Claude Hamilton is
the owner of Hamlyn
Orchids in Kingston,
Jamaica, where he
breeds Broughtonia
hybrids as well as
hybrids of Encyclia,
Mymecophila, Laelia,
and other genera. His nursery is known for a wide
spectrum of interesting warm-growing species and
hybrids.
Claude is an American Orchid Society judge, and
he has won many AOS awards, including one in May
2017 for excellence in hybridizing.
Claude also breeds and raises Dobermann
Pinschers and is a founder and life member of the
Dobermann Pinscher Club of Jamaica.
Don’t miss our Zoom meeting when Claude
Hamilton will tell us all about these beautiful warmgrowing orchids and some of their hybrids.

various categories. The winner of the Fred Hillerman
award for the best orchid in the Angraecoid alliance
was Ben Oliveros of Orchid Eros for his orchid
Aerangis modesta ‘Gabriel Amaru’ CCE/AOS (see
Glen Barfield’s award photo at left). In the article in
Orchids, Ben told this story:

In Orchids Magazine

“In 2009, this plant was first awarded a CCM and
an HCC on the day my son was born, hence
named ‘Gabriel Amaru’ after him. So, 10 years
later and many more flowers, the same plant
received this CCE (470 sparkling-white flowers,
230 buds on 32 inflorescences). By then the plant
had completely covered the pot that it was
growing in for over a decade. And like a good
plant, it always is in bloom for Gabe’s birthday!”
Congratulations to Ben for winning this prestigious
award.
In addition to his regular monthly column in
Orchids, Tom Mirenda wrote an article in memory of
Carmen Soto, chief biologist of Inkaterra in Peru, who
recently died of COVID-19. Tom said that in 2015,
Carmen came to the Smithsonian Institution to
develop a strategy at the National Zoo for the
conservation of the Andean bear, and spent time with
Tom in the Smithsonian orchid collection, which Tom
was in charge of. He also said that at Inkaterra,
Carmen created “what is possibly the greatest native
orchid garden on planet Earth.”
Orchids is the magazine of the American Orchid
Society and is sent to AOS members. For more
information about AOS or to join, visit their website
www.aos.org.
Larry Kuekes

The April issue of Orchids magazine still hasn’t
arrived at the time I’m writing this (April 27).
Perhaps it was sent via sailing ship around Cape Horn
again? But if you’re an AOS member, as I am, you
can view it online on the AOS website www.aos.org.
There was an article on the FCC awards of 2020.
The AOS gave a total of 37 FCC awards last year, and
three of them went to our members: Glen Barfield
(Okika) for Masdevallia O’Brien’s Passion ‘Only
One’ FCC/AOS, and Ben Oliveros (Orchid Eros) for
Cattleya walkeriana (Flamea group) ‘Orchid Eros
Flare’ FCC/AOS and Cattleya dowiana var. aurea
‘You Are My Sunshine’ FCC/AOS. Remember: you
saw them here first, in this newsletter’s monthly
photos of awarded orchids last year.
The April issue also presented the coveted annual
special AOS awards for the best orchids of 2019 in

CALENDAR OF ORCHID EVENTS
May 1
May 4
May 8
May 8

8am-2pm
7:00 pm
2:00 pm
4:00 pm

May 12 7:00 pm
May 28 4:00 pm
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Zoo plant sale
Kunia Orchid Society meeting via Zoom
HOS Meeting via Zoom
AOS judging, 28-499 Kulaimano St.,
Pepeekeo, HI
Honolulu Orchid Society meeting via
Zoom (must register in advance)
AOS judging, 17-1072 Old Volcano
Road, Mountain View, HI

Members’ Photos
We love to share photos of our members’ orchids, so please send them in. Here are some recent photos.

Rlc. Volcano Glory, grown by Dana Culleney

Left: Bulbophyllum lobbii, grown by Lou Rhoades
Right: Miltassia, grown by Kathy Penwell
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April AOS Awards

Photos by Glen Barfield

Cattleya warscewiczii h.v. sanderiana 'Bodacious' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros

Left: Cattleya schilleriana 'Mammoth' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros
Right: Cattleya schilleriana h.f. alba 'Obridado Alek' AM/AOS and CHM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros
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Left: Cattleya violacea 'Redordinba' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Fix
Right: Dracula (Raven x marsupialis) 'Bonobo' HCC/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros

Paph. Petula's Vision 'Slipper Zone With Thanks' HCC/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids
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Left: Paph. Enchanting Pleasure 'Slipper Zone Stridently' AM/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids
Right: Paph. Hawaiian Appeal 'Slipper Zone 1 of 3' HCC/AOS. Grown by Lehua Orchids

Left: Cattleya warneri h.f. alba 'Kilimanjro' HCC/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros
Right: Oncostele Succubus 'Chianti' AM/AOS, grown by Okika

get a plant, please contact Tom Mirenda at
biophiliak@gmail.com to make arrangements to
pick one up. These are good-size plants, not tiny
seedlings, and they should bloom next April.
We’ll be sharing growing tips for honohonos
throughout the year. This month, water and fertilize
heavily to support the growing new canes.
Tom wrote about this and other deciduous
Dendrobiums in the April 2007 issue of Orchids
magazine, reprinted by permission on the following
page.

Group Orchid Growing Project
Those who came to our March and April Zoom
meetings found out how to pick up a free Honohono
orchid (Dendrobium anosmum) donated by Matthias
Seelis. We’re doing a group orchid growing project
to compare notes on how these orchids grow for
different members under different growing
conditions.
There are enough honohonos available for any
member to participate who wants to (Matthias was
very generous). If you’d like to participate but didn’t
6

ORCHID OF THE MONTH: DECIDUOUS DENDROBIUMS

When I was one and 20, fresh out of college and looking for adventure, I got on a
plane to Hawaii with $200 to my name and the promise of a job at the University of
Hawaii. Unfortunately, the job was postponed for three months and I had to do some
things I’m not proud of to survive: singing telegrams. But during this shameful existence,
I fell in love with the islands, their people and the extraordinary array of plants grown
there. Among the most beloved is the honohono orchid, Dendrobium anosmum (syn.

superbum), which gets its common name from its resemblance to honohono grass
(actually a wandering jew) and its alternating leaf habit. Deliciously fragrant of
propagate from its keikis (Hawaiian for “children”). This widespread Southeast Asian
species has been shared by Hawaiians for decades and has made its way into every
back yard in the islands. Capable of growing upward of 6 feet (1.8 m) in length, the
pendulous deciduous canes clothe themselves in vibrant amethyst blossoms reliably
each April with a minimum of care. A plant originally from a monsoonal climate, Den.

anosmum should be grown warm (82 to 90 F [28–32 C] days and 65 F [18 C] nights)
and watered and fertilized heavily from April to November and then allowed to dry in the
winter. Cool winter night temperatures (no lower than 50 F [10 C], however) will ensure
excellent flowering.
There are many other spectacular species in this section of Dendrobium, all
requiring similar cultural conditions. Some of my favorites are the smaller Dendrobium

parishii, with a similar fragrance; the delightfully miniature Dendrobium loddigesii and
Dendrobium aphyllum (syn. pierardii), with its exquisite crystalline delicacy. Somewhat
more difficult and rarer in cultivation but totally worth the effort are Dendrobium

pendulum, with its knobby pseudobulbs, and the spectacular Dendrobium falconeri,
which seems barely visible until its large colorful flowers appear in the spring.
No discussion of these so called soft-cane dendrobiums would be complete without
a mention of Dendrobium nobile and the popular Yamamoto hybrids bred in Japan but
grown around the world for their large colorful and fragrant blooms in practically every
color imaginable (except blue). Dendrobium nobile, being an upper-elevation species,
blooms better with temperatures dipping below 50 F (10 C) at night during its winter
dormancy. At the Smithsonian Institution, we keep them with our cymbidiums and they

PHOTOGRAPHS GREG ALLIKAS

raspberries or, some say, rhubarb, it is wildly showy in April and exceptionally easy to

Dendrobium parishii bears
fragrant flowers along the length of its
deciduous canes. Grower: Greg Allikas
and Kathy Figiel.
TOP CENTER Dendrobium anosmum (syn.
superbum) is prized for its fragrant flowers
with a scent reminiscent of raspberries or
rhubarb. Grower: Greg Allikas and Kathy
Figiel.
TOP Dendrobium Upin King ‘Serenade’
(Wave King × Upin Red) is a nobile-type
dendrobium registered by Yamamoto.
Grower: Sun Bulb Co.
ABOVE Dendrobium aphyllum (syn.
pierardii), with its exquisite crystalline
flowers, can grow into an impressive
specimen. Grower: R.F. Orchids.
TOP LEFT

add a lot of flower power to our annual orchid exhibit. — Thomas Mirenda.
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