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Online Meeting 
Note: the normal meeting scheduled for 
Sat., February 13, 2021 has been 
replaced by an online Zoom meeting. 
Date:  Saturday, February 13, 2021 
Time:  2:00 p.m. 
Place: On your computer or phone 
Speaker: Larry Kuekes 
Topic: Survival of the Trickiest  
 
Most flowers lure their pollinators with a reward of 
nectar or pollen.  But did you know that 1/3 of all 
orchid species trick their pollinators into pollinating 
them with no reward whatsoever? 

This month, Larry 
Kuekes will do a Zoom 
presentation showing 
some of the amazing tricks 
that orchids use to trick 
their pollinators, from 
providing fake pollen, to 
imitating a female bee (to 
attract male bees), to 
mechanical traps worthy 
of a James Bond film. 

Larry started growing orchids on his windowsills 
in Connecticut in 1984, where he grew mostly cool 
and intermediate growing orchids.  In 2010 he retired 
and moved to Hilo, where he started a small but 
diverse collection of mostly warm-growing orchids in 
a shade house near sea level.  Although he grows 
some hybrids, he’s a self-described “species nut”. 

Larry was President of the Hilo Orchid Society in 
2014-2015 and is currently our Treasurer as well as 
our newsletter editor and webmaster. 

The presentation is done in Larry’s distinctive 
style, including songs and video clips.  Join us for a 
survey of some of the most amazing orchids. 

See you on Zoom! 

Dues Are Due 
Your membership dues for 2021 are due.  If you have 
already paid, thank you. 

New members who joined in September 2020 or 
later are considered paid through 2021 and do not 
have to pay. 

For the rest of you, dues are still only $20 for 
individual membership or $25 for family membership.  
In return, you get a year of interesting speakers, 
newsletters, and activities, plus the chance to get 
together with folks who share your interest in these 
beautiful and fascinating plants. 

Please fill out the form on page 7 and mail it in 
with your payment (address is on the form).  Thanks! 

 
Honolulu Orchid Society meeting 
HOS members are invited to join the Zoom meeting 
of the Honolulu Orchid Society on Weds., Feb. 10 at 
7:00 p.m.  Kate Leonard will speak on “A Brief Study 
of Award-Winning White Cattleyas.”  You have to 
register in advance (deadline is Feb. 9) at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMo
cOqqqTgoHtyOx3_qgF169D-7zjIRv4VR. After 
registering, you will receive the Zoom link and 
associated into. 

 
Orchid Show Update 
The fate of the 2021 Hilo Orchid Show is still up in 
the air.  Recently we learned that the County changed 
the dates for which we had reserved the Edith 
Kanaka’ole Stadium, without asking us.  The new 
date is the last weekend in July. 

However, we still don’t know whether the 
pandemic situation will permit us to have a show in 
July, or what restrictions might be in place.  The HOS 
Board of Trustees has postponed making a decision 
on the show until March, when hopefully we will 
have a bit more information.  Until then, we’re 
keeping our fingers crossed. 

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMocOqqqTgoHtyOx3_qgF169D-7zjIRv4VR
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMocOqqqTgoHtyOx3_qgF169D-7zjIRv4VR
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President’s Message 
Dear Hilo Orchid Society Ohana, 

Unlike much of the rest of America, life in East 
Hawaii remains quiet, idyllic and full of Aloha. I am 
so happy I came here three years ago and can live my 
dream of being in a 
place where orchids 
thrive and bloom so 
luxuriantly with a 
minimum of effort. 
Their beauty and grace 
inspire me to be a 
better person and to 
work for the greater 
good.  

I am so pleased 
that the Hilo Orchid 
Society is a group that 
is socially and environmentally conscious and seeks 
to do good in the world. Indeed, it is due to HOS’s 
thoughtfulness and commitment to that greater good, 
that we were able to support the young scholars at 
Writhlington School, our local scholars at the UH and 
others working with Native Hawaiian species. I 
believe this kind of outreach to be one of the best 
things we can do to realize the world we want to live 
in. Let’s hope for even more progress in 2021! 

 Tom 

Walter Scheeren 
It is with sadness that we report the recent death of 
longtime orchid grower, HOS member, and AOS 
judge Walter Scheeren.   

Walter was originally from Germany but lived in 
the Northeast US where he had an orchid nursery 
before coming to Hawaii.  Leaving that business to 
his son he relocated to Kauai then the Big island 
where his job was breeding corn.  In his retirement he 
had a small nursery at his home in Kalopa where he 
continued to grow and sell his orchids. 

Walter was an American Orchid Society Judge 
who was generous with his knowledge and belonged 
to both the Hilo and Kona Orchid Societies.  In the 
past he and his wife Ann were regulars at both society 
meetings and were always helpful and friendly. 
Between the two of them they had 16 children.  They 
loved their big family who wanted them to live with 
them on the Mainland but they chose never to leave 
the island in their old age.  Walter vowed to watch 

over Ann as her health declined and they both passed 
away peacefully in their own home. Walter will 
always be remembered as a true gentleman. 
 Karen Kimmerle 
 
In Orchids Magazine 
The January issue of Orchids magazine was a treasure 
trove of articles by and about Big Island orchid 
growers. 

Matthias Seelis, owner of Shogun Hawaii, wrote 
an article about new 
directions in Cattleya 
breeding in Thailand by 
hybridizer Siam Noisuwan.  
When Matthias won an 
AM/AOS award for Rlc. 
Amazing Thailand ‘Shogun 
Hawaii’ (right), a cross that 
Noisuwon made, the event 
was cause for celebration in Thailand.  Such is the 
prestige of AOS awards, which we tend to forget. 
Orchids also reports that Graham Wood, owner of 

Lehua Orchids, was awarded an Outstanding 
Hybridizer Award by the 
American Orchid Society.  
Graham is known for his 
Paphiopedilum hybrids.  
205 of his Paph. hybrids 
have won AOS awards, 
which is an all-time 
record.  In addition, 
Graham has won 12 AQ 
(Award of Quality) 
awards.  The AQ award 
recognizes superior overall 
quality of a group of at least 12 plants from the same 
cross. 

And we can’t forget the monthly column in 
Orchids by our President, Tom Mirenda. 
Orchids is the magazine of the American Orchid 

Society and is sent to AOS members.  For more 
information about AOS or to join, visit their website 
www.aos.org. 

 
CALENDAR OF ORCHID EVENTS 
Feb. 10 7:00 pm Honolulu Orchid Society Zoom meeting 
  (requires pre-registration by Feb. 9) 
Feb. 13 2:00 pm    HOS Meeting via Zoom 
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Members’ Photos 
We love to share photos of our members’ orchids, so please send them in.  Here are some recent photos.  

 
Dendrobium sulawesiense, grown by Thane Pratt. 
 

   
Maxillaria, grown by Shelby Smith. Rlc. Porcelain Magic, a hybrid made and grown by Matthias Seelis. 
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Oncidium-alliance hybrid, grown by Lou Rhoades. Cattleya, grown by Julie Goettsch 
 
 

January AOS Awards Photos by Jurahame Leyva 

   
Left: Laelia anceps ‘Stevie Ray Vaughn’ HCC/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
Right: Laeliocatanthe Graf’s Atardercer ‘Eros’ AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
 

   
Left: Cattleya aclandiae ‘Black Sabbath’ HCC/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
Right: Paph. Graciously Hawaiian ‘Slipper Zone Purple Warrior’ AM/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids 
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Left: Paph. Macabre Pleasure ‘Slipper Zone Snook’ AM/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids 
Right: Paph. Hamana Aroma ‘Full House’ AM/AOS, grown by Hilo Orchid Farm 
 

   
Left: Paph. Orange Peel ‘Old Fashioned’ AM/AOS, grown by Hilo Orchid Farm 
Right: Paph. Yellow Leopard ‘Claws Out’ AM/AOS, grown by Hilo Orchid Farm 
 

 
Bulbophyllum digolense ‘Makuu’ CCM/AOS, grown by Kaleialoha Orchids 
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Orchid Stories 
Hybrid Variation 

 
These are all Rlc. Princess of Hawaii (Rlc. Leonard Gines x Rlc. Waianae King).  Cross made and grown by Matthias Seelis. 
 

Variety’s the very spice of life 
That gives it all its flavour 

 William Cowper, 1785 
 
The advantage of buying a mericloned orchid is that 
you know exactly what you’re going to get.  The 
advantage of buying an unflowered hybrid orchid is 
exactly the opposite – what you get will be a surprise.  
Hybrids mix the genes of the two parents – sometimes 
very different parents – often resulting in a lot of 
variation. 

Consider the plants pictured above, Rlc. Princess 
of Hawaii.  They are all offspring of the same cross 
(Rlc. Leonard Gines x Rlc. Waianae King) made by 
Big Island grower Matthias Seelis.  The flowers are 
different colors and different sizes.  Some have a spot 
of color on the lip, some don’t.  Some petals have 

ruffled edges, some don’t.  In short, they’re all 
different, even though they all have the same name, 
Rlc. Princess of Hawaii. 

This should not be surprising.  They’re siblings.  
Do you and your siblings look identical?  Not unless 
you’re identical twins.  Mericloned orchids are the 
equivalent of identical twins, genetically identical to 
each other.  All non-cloned orchids are unique, like 
the ones above. 

And that’s a good thing.  We wouldn’t all want to 
be identical to each other.  That hybrid orchid 
seedling might turn out to be something really special.  
Even if it doesn’t, it will be something unique and 
different, and what Euripides said in the 5th century 
BC is still true today: “A change is always nice.” 

 Larry Kuekes 
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HILO ORCHID SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 

 
Please print this form, fill it out, and mail with your dues payment to: 
 

Hilo Orchid Society 
P.O. Box 4294 
Hilo, HI  96720 
 

Dues are $20 for individual membership, $25 for family membership. 

Please print clearly: 
Name:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ______________________________ 
 
Email for receiving newsletter:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
Check one: 

☐ Individual membership ($20) ☐ Family membership ($25) 
 
Check one: 

☐ I grant permission to publish this information in the Hilo Orchid Society Directory. ☐ I do not grant permission to publish this information in the Hilo Orchid Society Directory. 
 
Signature: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Optional: 
Are you interested in volunteering to help with any of the following activities?  Check as many as you like. 

☐ Monthly meetings ☐ Annual Orchid Show ☐ Orchid Isle Project (mounting orchids on trees in public spaces) ☐ Orchids at the Zoo ☐ Serving as an officer 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Hilo Orchid Society 
P.O Box 4294 
Hilo, HI  96720 
 

 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Visit us on the web at 
hiloorchidsociety.org 

Hilo Orchid Society Officers and Trustees 
President – Tom Mirenda biophiliak@gmail.com 
Vice President – Ben Oliveros  345-1371 

oliveros@orchideros.com 
Treasurer – Larry Kuekes  860-380-7964  

lkuekes@me.com 
Recording Secretary – Lise Dowd lisedowd@aol.com 
 
 

President-Elect – Karl Mendonca 
Past President – Dana Culleney 430-6653 
 hilo.okika@gmail.com 
Trustee 2020-2021 – Ingrid Mendoza 
Trustee 2020-2021 – Shelly Nowaki 
Trustee 2021-2022 – Matthias Seelis 
Trustee 2021-2022 – Ellen Train 
 
 
 
 
 


