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Online Meeting

AOS Judging Suspended

Note: the normal meeting scheduled for
Sat., September 12, 2020 has been
replaced by an online Zoom meeting.

Due to the pandemic, Karen Kimmerle, the chair of
the American Orchid Society (AOS) judging center
here, has had to cancel AOS judging until further
notice. We’ll let you know when judging resumes.

Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:
Topic:

Sat., September 12, 2020
2:00 p.m.
On your computer or phone
Fred Clarke
Catasetums and How to Grow
Them

Catasetums are amazing orchids that too few of us
have tried to grow. This month, Fred Clarke of Sunset
Valley Orchids in California will speak to us via
Zoom about Catasetums and how to grow them. Fred
is the expert on this subject. His pioneering
hybridizing with Catasetums and related genera
produced the FCC-winning black orchid Fredclarkara
After Dark ‘Black Pearl’ (note the hybrid genus is
named after Fred).
Fred has been growing
orchids for over 40 years.
Currently
he
operates
Sunset Valley Orchids in
Vista, CA, between San
Diego and Los Angeles. His
interest in orchids is broad
and varied. In addition to
hybridizing Catasetums, he
also hybridizes Cattleyas,
Bulbophyllums, Paphiopedilums, and others. His
plants have received hundreds of AOS awards. Fred
is an accredited AOS judge.
Want to learn more about these fascinating and
unusual orchids? Don’t miss this Zoom meeting!
(Watch for the email invitation to the Zoom
meeting a day or so before the meeting.)

CALENDAR OF ORCHID EVENTS
Sept. 12 2:00 pm

Online HOS meeting via Zoom

Photo Contest Last Chance
There’s still time to submit orchid photos for our
2020 HOS Orchid Photo Contest. The deadline for
submission is October 1. Send your orchid photos to
info@hiloorchidsociety.org.
The only rule of the contest is that you must be the
photographer. You don’t even have to be the grower.
And check out the contest gallery on our website
www.hiloorchidsociety.org (it’s under the Galleries
menu) to see what other members have sent in.
Mahalo!

Installing Zoom
To attend a Zoom meeting, you first have to download
the Zoom application onto your computer or smart
phone. Just click on the link in the email invitation to
the meeting. You are given a choice of joining the
meeting or installing Zoom. Click on the link to
install Zoom and follow the instructions.
If you haven’t already installed the Zoom app,
please do this before the meeting, since installing the
app takes a few minutes, and you don’t want to miss
the start of the meeting.

Need Help with Zoom?
If you don’t know how to use Zoom or you tried it and
had problems, contact Dana Culleney at
hilo.okika@gmail.com. Dana will set up practice
Zoom sessions for a few people at a time where she
can give you individual help. But please contact Dana
early this coming week. She’d love to help you, but
she can’t help everyone at the last minute before the
HOS meeting! Mahalo.

Colin Conway

Paige Hamada

Matthew Dye

season, so many things begin again: Keiki in school,
College classes reboot, even Senior activities begin
again. But we live in a time that is hopefully, only
temporarily, keeping us from being together and fully
engaging in all these new beginnings. Who would
have thought last March that we would still be
compromised, living with a pandemic and the fear and
concern that accompanies it.
Even with the recent spikes in Covid 19 cases, we
can be very proud that Big Island residents have
cooperated so well with the
state requirements of Social
Distancing
and
Mask
wearing. It shows that we
have true Aloha for our
friends and neighbors that we
willingly and responsibly
take these precautions. Of
course, it also means that we
still, sadly, cannot meet in
person due to an abundance of concern for the safety
and well-being of our members. But happily, we have
the technology to still meet through the power of
ZOOM! While many of you are reluctant or resistant
to meeting this way, I assure you, it works very well
and is a great way to continue learning about and
sharing your beautiful orchids. Fred Clarke of Sunset
Valley Orchids is our speaker for September 12th. I
am certain you will enjoy his talk, and will be
enthralled with the spectacular orchids in the
Catasetinae he will showcase. Don’t miss it! Looking
forward to seeing YOU there!

Scholarship Winners
Here are the three winners of our Yasuji Takasaki
Memorial Scholarships for the 2020-2021 academic
year. All are students at the University of Hawaii at
Hilo. Each will receive $3000.
Colin Conway is a junior majoring in Agriculture.
Colin’s 4.0 average is more impressive because he
earned it while recovering from kidney transplant
surgery in 2019. His goal is a career in plant
production and to have his own commercial orchid
nursery.
Paige Hamada is a senior majoring in
Environmental Science. Her goal is a career in
natural resource management which would combine
her deep cultural values with her desire to support
sustainability efforts.
Matthew Dye is a senior majoring in Agriculture.
He is deeply interested in community-based
sustainability and food security using Native
Hawaiian cultural practices coupled with 21st century
technology. He intends to pursue a Master’s degree
and work in Hawaii agriculture and conservation
efforts.

President’s Message
Dear Hilo Orchid Society Ohana
I’m hoping this message finds you comfortably
stretched out on the lanai, surrounded by family,
plenty, pets, plants and of course, fantastic orchids to
brighten our world. We are blessed to have an
abundance here on the Big Island that folks in other
places can only imagine. As we head into the fall

Tom Mirenda
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Orchid Stories
Variety

Left: Aerangis luteo-alba var. rhodosticta, grown and photographed by Larry Kuekes
Right: Cattleya dowiana var. aurea ‘You Are My Sunshine’ FCC/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros. Photo by Glen Barfield.

Variety’s the very spice of life,
that gives it all its flavour.
– William Cowper, 1785

Another example is Cattleya dowiana var. aurea.
Ben Oliveros recently received an FCC/AOS award
for his magnificent plant of this species (see photo).
Cattleya dowiana and Cattleya aurea were originally
named as two different species of Cattleya, but again,
they were similar enough, aside from color, that they
got lumped together and aurea became a variety of
Cattleya dowiana.
How about Vanda tricolor var. suavis? You
guessed it. There used to be two species, Vanda
tricolor and Vanda suavis, and then they got lumped
together. The original Vanda tricolor had brownish
petals and sepals. Variety suavis is much prettier: the
petals and sepals are white with little dark spots. So
everybody grows the suavis variety and nobody
grows the other one.
I should mention that these days, if the only
difference in a variety is its color, it’s supposed to be
called a form (Latin forma, abbreviated fma. or f.)
instead of a variety. For example, all the varieties of
Cattleya (formerly Laelia) purpurata, e.g. varitities
carnea, striata, etc., are all now technically forms, not
varieties. But that’s for the taxonomists.
What’s more important to you is that if you see an
orchid name that includes a variety, there’s probably
something special about it that might make it a nice
one to grow.
Larry Kuekes

You know that species have two-part names, like
Cattleya dowiana. But sometimes another name is
appended, like Cattleya dowiana var. aurea. What’s
up with that?
The answer is that it’s a variety, or sub-division of
a species. Often what makes the variety different is
something of interest to horticultural growers.
Sometimes there’s some history hidden behind
the varietal names. For example, there used to be two
species called Aerangis luteo-alba and Aerangis
rhodosticta, originally named in the late 1800s. In
1979, taxonomist Joyce Stewart decided that they are
really the same species, so she lumped them together.
The main difference was that rhodosticta had a bright
orange-colored column, and luteo-alba didn’t. But
differences in color are not considered significant for
defining a species. So Aerangis rhodosticta became
Aerangis luteo-alba var. rhodosticta.
Of course, horticulturalists care about colors, even
if taxonomists don’t. Orchid growers preferred to
grow the more colorful var. rhodosticta rather than
the plain luteo-alba. So much so, that I have never
seen the plain (non-rhodosticta) variety.
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Members’ Photos
Here are some recent photos from members. We love your orchid photos. Please sent us more of them!

Encyclia prismatocarpa, grown by Linda Damas

Miltoniopsis phalaenopsis, grown by Thane Pratt

Dendrobium tangerinum ‘ISO’, grown by Lou Rhoades
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August AOS Awards

Photos by Glen Barfield

Cattleya schofieldiana ‘Shogun Hawaii Green King’ AM/AOS, grown by Shogun Hawaii

Left: (Cattlianthe Bactia x Cattleya guttata) 'Aka's Best' AM/AOS, grown by Aka's Orchids
Right: (Cattlianthe Bactia x Cattleya Maui Plum) 'Aka's Best' HCC/AOS, grown by Aka's Orchids
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August AOS Awards (continued)

Photos by Glen Barfield

Cattleya violacea 'Popa Chubby' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros

Left: Cattleya violacea (h.f. semialba-striata) 'Fantasia' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros
Right: Laelia anceps 'Sebastian' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros
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August AOS Awards (continued)

Photos by Glen Barfield

Paph. Moira Theresa Konopka 'Slipper Zone The One' HCC/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids

Left: Paph. Fred's Enchantment 'Slipper Zone Winning Economy' AM/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids
Right: Paph. Hawaiian Pleasure 'Slipper Zone Graceful Duo' HCC/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids
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August AOS Awards (continued)

Photos by Glen Barfield

Left: Masdevallia O'Brien's Passion 'Only One' FCC/AOS, grown by Okika
Right: Paph. Windswept Black Hawk 'Knightrider' AM/AOS, grown by Jungle Mist Orchids

Paph. Odette's Presence 'Slipper Zone Should Meet' HCC/AOS, grown by Lehua Orchids
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Hilo Orchid Society Officers and Trustees
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Corresponding Secretary – Joe Bush
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Trustee 2019-2020 – Lillian Paiva
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