Hilo Orchid Society
Newsletter

Online Meeting

President’s Message

Note: the normal meeting scheduled for
Sat., July 11, 2020 has been replaced
by an online Zoom meeting.

Dear HOS Ohana,

Date:
Time:
Place:
Host:
Topic:

Sat., July 11, 2020
2:00 p.m.
On your computer or phone
Tom Mirenda
Vanilla Webinar Video

As before, we cannot hold our July HOS meeting
physically at the Kamana Senior Center. But you can
still get your orchid fix this month, online via Zoom.
This month we’re showing the AOS webinar
(video) that we ran out of time to show last month.
These webinars are videos created by the AOS for
their members. The one we’ll see this month is called
“The Art of Growing Vanilla” by Jim Reddekopp,
owner of the Hawaiian Vanilla Company, located
right here on the Big Island. Jim tells all about
Vanilla orchids and how they’re grown and processed
into the vanilla flavoring that we know and love.
Since he created the video, Jim has retired, but his son
has taken over the vanilla company, which is still in
business here on the Big Island.
Don’t miss learning the secrets of growing
Vanilla – and how it gets processed – in this online
Zoom meeting!

(You’ll be sent an email invitation to the Zoom
meeting a day or so before the meeting. If you’re not
sure how to install Zoom, or need some help with it,
see page 3.)

July
2020

We orchid lovers in Hawaii find ourselves in a
difficult situation. With the cancellation of our
spectacular and beloved orchid show, the Hilo Orchid
Society Board has been exploring other possibilities
of how we might safely keep our members and
vendors engaged. Plans for an outdoor Orchid bazaar
at a different venue have been proposed, but may not
be allowed by the state at this time. Our other attempts
to this end, include this fine newsletter by Larry
Kuekes, Dana Culleney
has been producing
beautiful
Orchid
Grams regularly to
inspire you, our Zoom
meetings have been
becoming
better
attended and truly
enjoyable. And our
Pop-up sales have
given many members
the opportunity to
acquire
new
and
wonderful plants from some of our incredible Big
Island Orchid Nurseries.
Sadly, with the coronavirus resurging on the
mainland, it may be several more months before any
of us feel safe in a large meeting. On a more positive
note, I am reminded about how blessed our
community is to have leaders that care deeply about
public health and the well-being of their constituents.
If we are all patient, follow the rules and work
together, I believe we will arise from these dark times,
stronger and better than we’ve ever been. Let your
orchids be a source of joy and optimism until we get
to gather with our human orchid Ohana again.
With fond Aloha!
Tom

Orchid Stories
Gustav Mehlquist

One of the early researchers into orchid genetics was
Gustav Mehlquist, professor at the University of
Connecticut and member of the Connecticut Orchid
Society, where I knew him before I moved to Hawaii.
Known as Dr. Mehlquist or Gus (depending on
how well you knew him), he was born in 1906 in
Sweden and immigrated to the U.S in 1927. He
graduated from the University of Connecticut with a
degree in botany and then got a Ph.D. in genetics from
the University of California, Berkeley. After teaching
at UCLA and Washington University in St. Louis, he
returned to the University of Connecticut, where he
remained for the rest of his career, as professor of
plant breeding and biology systematics and
evolutionary biology.
He became well known for his work breeding
rhododendrons, but for us, his most interesting work
was in orchid genetics. This was in the days before

DNA studies, so you did genetics by breeding and
then observing the results.
Consider color in cattleyas. Purple is the standard
flower color, but sometimes alba (white) flowers turn
up. This had already been studied when Mehlquest
started genetic work on cattleyas. Alba is the
recessive form and can occur due to either of two
separate genes.
Mehlquest considered the semi-alba color form:
flowers where the lip is purple but the rest of the
flower is white. It can’t just be that there’s one gene
for lip color and another gene for color in the rest of
the flower, because then you would sometimes see
purple cattleyas with a white lip, which never
happens. The flower is either all purple, all white, or
white with a purple lip.
Mehlquist proposed a solution based on studies of
various cattleya crosses. He said there must be a gene
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for color distribution in the flower. The recessive
allele (variant) of this gene suppressed color in the
sepals and petals (but not the lip), making the flower
semi-alba. If the flower was already alba due to the
other alba genes, then the color distribution gene
would make no visible difference, but the gene was
still there to be passed on to the plant’s offspring.
One of my personal
memories of Gus was less
technical.
I bought a
Cattleya hybrid from him
at one of the Connecticut
Orchid Society meetings
(see the photo above). It
was a cross that Gus had
made himself, (Cattleya
Claesiana
x
Laelia
Gustav Mehlquist in 1947
purpurata). It didn’t have
award-winning form, but as a beginning orchid
grower, I didn’t care. It was pretty and I liked it. Gus
told me that, before he could register the hybrid, some
South American guy had made the same cross and
registered it as Lc. Manure! After buying the orchid,
I was tempted to ask my friends to smell the manure.
(It actually smelled very nice.)
Later, I found out that the cross had actually been
named Lc. Manaure, not manure. Manaure is a town
and river in Colombia. Was Gus pulling my leg when
he told me the orchid was named Manure? I don’t
know, but it made for a much better story.
Gus Mehlquist died in 1999 at the age of 93. He
is missed by those of us who knew him.

Installing Zoom
To attend a Zoom meeting, you first have to download
the Zoom application onto your computer or smart
phone. It’s easy. A day or so before the meeting, you
will be sent an email invitation to the meeting, with a
link to click on. When you click on the link, you are
given a choice of joining the meeting or installing
Zoom. If this is your first time, click on the link to
install Zoom and follow the instructions.
If you haven’t already installed the Zoom app,
please do this before the meeting, since installing the
app takes a few minutes, and you don’t want to miss
the start of the meeting.

Need Help with Zoom?
We’re here to help. Like any tool, Zoom has a
learning curve. How do you mute your microphone?
How do you switch viewing modes? It’s easy once
someone shows you how. If you don’t know how to
use Zoom or you tried it and had problems, contact
Dana Culleney at hilo.okika@gmail.com. Dana will
set up practice Zoom sessions for a few people at a
time where she can give you individual help. But
please contact Dana early this coming week. She’d
love to help you, but she can’t help everyone at the
last minute before the HOS meeting! Mahalo.

Larry Kuekes

Please Send Photos
Even though we don’t have a show table at our
cancelled monthly meeting, you can still show off
your orchids! Send photos of your orchids to
info@hiloorchidsociety.org, and we’ll post them in
the 2020 HOS Photo Contest gallery on our website
www.hiloorchidsociety.org (it’s under the Galleries
menu).
The only rule of the contest is that you must be the
photographer. You don’t even have to be the grower
– they could be your neighbor’s or someone else’s
orchids. And check out the gallery to see what other
members have sent in. Mahalo!

CALENDAR OF ORCHID EVENTS
July 11

2:00

Online HOS meeting via Zoom

All in-person meetings have been cancelled for the
month of July.

3

Members’ Photos
Here are some recent photos of members’ orchids. We love your orchid photos; please sent us more of them!

Cattleya (Laelia) purpurata var. carnea,
grown by Bill Rawson

Macodes petola, growing in a terrarium
by Julie Goettsch

Dendrobium findlayanum var. oculatum, grown by Thane Pratt
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Prosthechea cochleata, grown by
Lou Rhoades

Hilo Orchid Society Officers and Trustees
President – Tom Mirenda biophiliak@gmail.com
Vice President – Ben Oliveros 345-1371
oliveros@orchideros.com
Treasurer – Larry Kuekes 860-380-7964
lkuekes@me.com
Recording Secretary – Lise Dowd lisedowd@aol.com
Corresponding Secretary – Joe Bush

President-Elect – Karl Mendonca
Past President – Dana Culleney 430-6653
hilo.okika@gmail.com
Trustee 2019-2020 – Lillian Paiva
Trustee 2019-2020 – Dorothy Imagire
Trustee 2020-2021 – Ingrid Mendoza
Trustee 2020-2021 – Shelly Nowaki

Hilo Orchid Society
P.O Box 4294
Hilo, HI 96720

FIRST CLASS MAIL

Visit us on the web at
hiloorchidsociety.org

