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Next Meeting

Last Chance to Pay Dues

Date:
Time:
Place:

Our deadline for paying your annual membership
dues is the end of March. If you have already paid,
thank you! But if you don't renew your membership
by the end of this month, we have to drop you from
our membership. Please don't make us do that!
New members who joined at last year's orchid
show or in September 2019 or later are considered
paid through 2020 and don’t have to pay.
For the rest of you, dues are still only $20 for
individual membership or $25 for family membership.
In return, you get a year of interesting speakers,
newsletters, and activities, plus the chance to get
together with folks who share your interest in these
beautiful and fascinating plants.
Please fill out the form on page 5 and mail it in
with your payment (address is on the form), or you
can pay at the meeting. Mahalo!

Sat., March 14, 2020
1:30-4:00
Kamana Senior Center,
127 Kamana St., Hilo
Speaker: Leslie Hayes-Cullins
Topic:
Orchid Judging
Have you ever wondered how the AOS (American
Orchid Society) judges decide which plants get
awards? It takes seven years of training to become a
full-fledged AOS judge (there’s a lot to learn about
orchids), but this month you get to pretend you’re a
judge.
AOS judge Leslie Hayes-Cullins will lead a mock
judging
session
where we will split
up into groups and
everyone who wants
to can participate,
find out a little about
how AOS judging
works, and have fun
at the same time.
Leslie is originally
from the Bay area in
California, but with
Hawaiian roots – her mother was born in Hawi.
Leslie and her husband moved to Hawi in 2003 where
they own and operate a small plumbing business. Her
love for orchids started very early with Cymbidiums,
and it became a full-fledged obsession after moving
to Hawaii, growing Dendrobiums, Vandas,
Bulbophyllums, and more. She especially loves
miniature species, the more unusual the better.
Leslie says this meeting will be the perfect excuse
for you to get a little “judgmental”. Make sure not to
miss it!

Photo Contest
Have some great orchid photos? Email them to us at
info@hiloorchidsociety.org for our 2020 orchid
photo contest. The only rule is: you must be the
photographer (you don’t have to be the grower). The
contest is open through September. The winner will
receive two tickets to our December Holiday Party.
And check out the contest gallery under the Galleries
menu on our website www.hiloorchidsociety.org.

CALENDAR OF ORCHID EVENTS
The following events are held at Kamana Senior Center, Hilo
unless otherwise noted
Mar. 14 1:30-4:00 HOS Meeting
Mar. 14 4:00
AOS judging
Mar. 19 5:30
Show Committee meeting
Mar. 27 6:00 pm
AOS judging, 875 Komohana St
Apr. 11 1:30-4:00 HOS Meeting
Apr. 11 4:00
AOS judging
Apr. 16 5:30
Show Committee meeting
Apr. 24 6:00 pm
AOS judging, 875 Komohana St

February Members Choice

Photos by Dorothy Imagire

1st place: Cattleya Circle Star, grown by Linda Damas

Left: 2nd place: Vuylstekeara Nelly Isler, grown by Carol Hanby
Right: 3rd place: Phalaenopsis schilleriana, grown by Josh Black
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February AOS Awards

Photos by Glen Barfield

Left: Cattleya walkeriana (f. flamea) 'Orchid Eros Flare' FCC/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros
Center: Cattleya loddigesii 'Teteia' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros
Right: Cattleya Pink Pearl 'St. Peter' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros

Left: Brassidium Gilded Rex 'Aka's Origin' AM/AOS, grown by Aka’s Orchids
Right: Cattleya lawrencianum 'Sebastian Ferrell' AM/AOS and CCM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros

Left: Cattleya lueddamanniana (f. concolor) 'Incredible' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros
Center: Cattleya lueddemanniana (f. concolor) 'Pink Lemonade' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros
Right: Cattleya quadricolor 'Seb Man' AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros
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Orchid Stories
Vanilla

Left: Vanilla planifolia, grown by Ellen Train.
Center: Developing vanilla “beans” (seedpods) of Vanilla planifolia. Grown by Ellen Train.
Right: Ripe vanilla “bean” full of tiny seeds (and flavor). Photo courtesy of mizmarek on Flickr.com by Creative Commons license.

Vanilla is the only orchid that is commercially grown
as a food crop. Vanilla “beans”, the source of the
vanilla that we use to flavor ice cream, milkshakes
and desserts, are actually the seedpods of a vanilla
orchid, usually Vanilla planifolia. The word vanilla
comes from the Spanish for “little pod”.
Vanilla was grown by the Aztecs, who called it
tlīlxochitl. The Aztecs also grew cacao (chocolate).
Both vanilla and chocolate were introduced to Europe
in the 1520s by the Spanish conquistador Cortés, and
desserts have never been the same since.
The story of vanilla pollination is fascinating.
Each flower must be pollinated within 12 hours of
opening, or it will not produce a seedpod. In the wild
in Mexico, vanilla orchids are thought to be pollinated
by Euglossine (orchid) bees, though this has not been
directly observed. But these Mexican bees are not
present in other tropical countries such as Madagascar
and Indonesia, where most vanilla is currently grown.
In the 1820s, French colonists brought vanilla
plants to Réunion, an island in the Indian Ocean, with
the hope of starting production there. But the flowers
did not set seed because the bees to pollinate them
were absent. A method of hand-pollinating vanilla
was known, but it was slow and required too much
effort to make cultivating vanilla a moneymaking
proposition.

Then, in 1841, Edmond Albius, a 12-year-old
slave on a plantation in Réunion, invented a method
to quickly pollinate the vanilla orchid using a thin
stick or blade of grass and a simple thumb gesture.
Suddenly, vanilla became a commercially viable
crop.
Albius was freed when France outlawed slavery
in 1848, but he was convicted of stealing jewelry and
sentenced to ten years in prison. However, the
governor commuted his sentence in light of his
enormous contribution to vanilla production.
To this day, the flowers in vanilla plantations have
to be hand-pollinated, which, even using Albius’
technique, is still a labor-intensive process. This is
why vanilla is so expensive.
Artificial vanilla flavoring contains a compound
called vanillin, which can be produced synthetically.
But it’s not the same as vanilla from real vanilla
seedpods, which have been shown to contain 171
aromatic compounds, of which vanillin is only one.
Vanilla orchids are among the few orchid plants
that grow as vines. You can grow a vanilla orchid,
but you need to provide a trellis or suitable support
for the vine. The vine needs to get quite long before
it reaches flowering size, so you may need to wind it
up and down and around the trellis several times.
Larry Kuekes
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HILO ORCHID SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM
Please print this form, fill it out, and mail with your dues payment to:
Hilo Orchid Society
P.O. Box 4294
Hilo, HI 96720
Dues are $20 for individual membership, $25 for family membership.
Please print clearly:
Name:

_________________________________________________________________

Address:

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Phone:

______________________________

Email for receiving newsletter: ___________________________________________________
Check one:

☐ Individual membership ($20)
☐ Family membership ($25)
Check one:

☐ I grant permission to publish this information in the Hilo Orchid Society Directory.
☐ I do not grant permission to publish this information in the Hilo Orchid Society Directory.
Signature: ____________________________________________________________________
Optional:
Are you interested in volunteering to help with any of the following activities? Check as many as you like.

☐ Monthly meetings
☐ Annual Orchid Show
☐ Orchid Isle Project (mounting orchids on trees in public spaces)
☐ Orchids at the Zoo
☐ Serving as an officer
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Hilo Orchid Society Officers and Trustees
President – Tom Mirenda biophiliak@gmail.com
Vice President – Ben Oliveros 345-1371
oliveros@orchideros.com
Treasurer – Larry Kuekes 860-380-7964
lkuekes@me.com
Recording Secretary – Lise Dowd lisedowd@aol.com
Corresponding Secretary – Joe Bush

Past President – Dana Culleney 430-6653
hilo.okika@gmail.com
Trustee 2019-2020 – Lillian Paiva
Trustee 2019-2020 – Dorothy Imagire
dorothy.imagire@icloud.com
Trustee 2020-2021 – Ingrid Mendoza
Trustee 2020-2021 – Shelly Nowaki

Hilo Orchid Society
P.O Box 4294
Hilo, HI 96720

FIRST CLASS MAIL

Visit us on the web at
hiloorchidsociety.org

