
 

   

Hilo Orchid Society 
Newsletter 

February 
2020 

Next Meeting 
Date:  Sat., February 8, 2020 
Time:  1:30-4:00 
Place: Kamana Senior Center, 
 127 Kamana St., Hilo 
Speaker: Larry Kuekes 
Topic: Orchid Photography – The 

Good, the Bad and the Ugly 
You don’t have to be a professional photographer to 
take great pictures of your orchids.  This month, HOS 
former president Larry Kuekes will share some tips 
and tricks on how to make your orchid photos better 
(the good), how to rescue your photos that didn’t 
come out so well (the bad), and how to avoid taking 
photos that are really bad (the ugly), whether you’re 
using a fancy camera or a cell phone. 

Larry started growing 
orchids on his windowsills 
in Connecticut in 1984, 
where he grew mostly cool 
and intermediate growing 
orchids.  In 2010 he retired 
and moved to Hilo, where 
he started a small but 
diverse collection of 
mostly warm-growing 
orchids in a shade house 
near sea level.  Although he grows some hybrids, he’s 
a self-described “species nut”. 

Larry was president of the Hilo Orchid Society in 
2014-2015 and is currently our treasurer as well as our 
newsletter editor and webmaster. 

What’s the biggest challenge in taking orchid 
photos (hint: it’s not technical, it’s mental)?  Is it 
cheating to use Photoshop to “improve” your photos?  
Come and see Larry’s entertaining multi-media 
presentation and find out.  Maybe you’ll see 
something that inspires you to take the winning photo 
in our 2020 photo contest! 

Dues Are Due 
If you haven’t already paid, your membership dues 
for 2020 are due.  New members who joined at the 
orchid show last June or who joined in September 
2019 or later are considered paid through 2020 and do 
not have to pay. 

For the rest of you, dues are still only $20 for 
individual membership or $25 for family membership.  
In return, you get a year of interesting speakers, 
newsletters, and activities, plus the chance to get 
together with folks who share your interest in these 
beautiful and fascinating plants. 

Please fill out the form on page 7 and mail it in 
with your payment (address is on the form), or you 
can pay at the meeting.  Mahalo! 
 
Show Theme 
Show chair Karl Mendonca announced that the theme 
for the 2020 Hilo Orchid Show is “Orchid Ohana: 
Blending Beauty and Aloha”.  This theme captures 
the special place that orchids have on this island, and 
we hope it will inspire exhibitors this year to create 
even more beautiful displays. 

 
2020 Photo Contest 
We’re holding another orchid photo contest this year.  
The only rules are that the photo must feature one or 
more orchids, and you must be the photographer (you 
don’t have to be the grower).  You can submit photos 
all year until October.  So please send in your photos! 
Email them to info@hiloorchidsociety.org and 
mention that they’re for the photo contest.  The 
winning photo will be chosen by our members at the 
November meeting, and the winning photographer 
will receive two tickets to our annual Holiday Party 
in December. 
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January Members Choice Photos by Dorothy Imagire 

   
Left: 1st place: Blc. Memory Lane ‘Melba’, grown by Kathy Penwell 
Right: 2nd place (tied): Dendrobium dichaeoides, grown by Thane Pratt 
 

   
Left: 2nd place (tied): Sophronitis cernua, grown by Carol Hanby 
Right: 3rd place: Dendochilum magnum, grown by Jeff Fendentz 
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January AOS Awards Photo by Glen Barfield 

 
Only one orchid was awarded this month by the Hilo AOS judging center: Cattleya walkeriana ‘Mauna Kea’ HCC/AOS, grown by 
Orchid Eros. 
 

President’s Annual Report to Members 
Aloha kākou, 
The year 2019 seemed to just fly by ... or was it just 
my imagination?  

We had so many good speakers this year—
mahalo to VP Ben Oliveros for arranging for the 
speakers! 
January: Robert Cating showed us how to 
recognize orchid diseases, how to fight them off and 
how to prevent them. 
February: Jade Miyashiro talked to us about fire 
ants. 

March: Geneva Sanger from Akatsuka’s talked 
about growing orchid seedlings in flasks and she led 
a hands-on demo on how we could de- flask the 
seedlings and plant them in terra cotta pots.  
April: HOS member Tom Mirenda spoke to us 
about the mysteries of orchid pollination; i.e., orchid 
sex. 
May: Kristen Uthus came from Michigan to talk 
about the small and mighty Japanese orchids.  
July: Rafael Romero spoke about Schomburgkia 
species and hybrids. 
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August: HOS Past President Larry Kuekes talked 
about the right way and the wrong way to grow 
orchids. 
September: James Rose from Cal-Orchid in Santa 
Barbara told us about his favorite orchids.  
October: Dennis Olivas spoke about Sarcochilus 
species and hybrids. 
November: HOS member John Jusczak talked about 
Laelia anceps and some of its hybrids. 
 
Some of 2019’s 
noteworthy happenings:  

We continued with our 
popular photo contest and 
‘show and tell’ table contest 
in 2019. At the end of the 
year members voted for 
their favorite photo and 
Past President Rick 
Kelley’s gorgeous photo of 
Rlc. George King 
‘Serendipity’ was the 
winner. Glen Barfield won 
the award for bringing in 
the most orchids for the 
‘show and tell’ table.  

Preparations began for 
our annual orchid show and 
the theme for 2019 was 
‘Orchid Odyssey’. Esther 
Szegedy was asked to 
design the logo by Show 
Chair Karl Mendonca and 
she came up with another 
lovely one. Esther has done 
a previous show logo for 
us, in 2017.  

We had another great 
annual picnic potluck and 
silent orchid auction in 
June. Many member-
growers donated plants, and 
we also bought plants from 
them. We had orchids from Karen from Island Sun 
Orchids, Ben from Orchid Eros, Gerrit from Hawaii 
Hybrids and also from Akatsuka’s. Members also 
brought in plants for the auction. Everyone seemed 
to have a good time and we raised a lot of money for 
the Society with the auction.  

The orchid show at the end of June was a great 
success and this is because we all pulled together to 

make it happen. Karl Mendonca was the show chair 
and he had a steady hand on everything, so things 
ran smoothly. Julie Goettsch’s ‘Orchid Doctor’ 
booth was also very popular. Our Membership chair 
Ellen signed up many new members during the 
show, which is wonderful, since we LOVE new 
members! Thank you to everyone who was involved 
with the success of the show! Big mahalo to Tom 
Mirenda and Karl, who put together a great exhibit 

with the help of many 
other members. We had a 
Hawaiian canoe, 
wonderful tikis, an 
authentic paddle, made by 
hand, and LOTS of 
gorgeous orchids. Our 
HOS exhibit won the 
trophy for best exhibit in 
the show and ‘best use of 
theme’. It also won a 
diamond award from the 
American Orchid Society. 
Karl is the show chair this 
year also, so please 
volunteer and ask how you 
can help. And if he asks 
you to help out in any 
way, please say “yes.” We 
ARE a service 
organization.  

And speaking of being 
a service organization... 
We again awarded 
scholarships to two 
deserving students; Aaron 
Shipman and Lael 
Bukowski: 
Aaron is a senior planning 
to graduate with a degree 
in Ag-Tropical Plant 
Science & Agroecology 
and Certificate in 
Beekeeping.  

Lael is a sophomore Agriculture major with 
focus on Tropical Plant Science & Agroecology.  

We once again donated $1,000.00 to the Orchid 
Conservation Alliance. We of course continued our 
financial support of (and commitment to) the Hilo 
Judging Center.  

HOS also did some outreach. Past President 
Larry Kuekes did presentations to both the Mountain 
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View Library and the Kamana Senior Center’s 
gardening class with yours truly as his assistant. He 
gave his popular talk on the right and wrong way to 
grow orchids. I provided props and transported the 
screen and projector.  

Our new members were invited to a newcomer’s 
tour of Julie Geottsch’s property in Hakalau to see 
how she grows her orchids.  

I was able to come to an agreement with Kamana 
Senior Center that we can continue to hold our 
meetings there on a permanent basis. I am so very 
grateful to them, since looking for other sites was 
not working out. Please thank them if you happen to 
see them. We are also giving them an orchid every 
month, as a way of showing our appreciation to 
them.  

In October, we had another popular nursery tour. 
We went to three different nurseries: Kalapana 
Tropicals in Mountain View, Newman’s Nursery in 
HPP and Carmela’s Orchids, on the Hamakua coast. 
This very popular tour sold out right away. The fee 
we charge covers renting a bus with driver and 
renting a chase van for all the orchids. The Society 
makes NO money from this tour. Thank you to all 
who helped with this.  

We had another wonderful holiday party at Nani 
Mau Gardens in December. Mahalo to Dorothy 
Imagire for arranging for the great menu AND the 
lovely table decorations. Janice Williams made the 
amazing desserts (Dorothy made the chocolate one) 
so thank you to both of you! Ben Oliveros did 
another great job being the live auctioneer. Ben kept 
the orchid auction running smoothly and quickly. 
We continued the orchid gift exchange for $5 off of 
the cost of your ticket. The orchid exchange seems 
to be growing in popularity. Members brought in 
their own orchids for this and the drawing was done 
anonymously. I hope everyone went home happy. 
P.S. Did you know that the HOS subsidizes the cost 
of everyone’s meals at the holiday party to keep your 
ticket costs down? It’s true.  

I want to tell you all how grateful I am to those 
of you who have pitched in and helped every month 
with the meeting. I especially appreciate the ‘room 
fairies’ who set up the room every month while the 
Board is meeting. Yes, I’m talking about YOU! You 
know who you are... but I only know a few of who 
you are.  

Jeff Fendentz, Thane Pratt, Rick Kelley, Carol 
Hanby, Vivian Ueoka, George and Gail Crosthwaite, 

David and Dennis—just to name a few. Apologies if 
I missed you or don’t know who you are.  

Mahalo nui loa to all of you who helped out in 
any way at all, from setting up the meeting room to 
cleaning it up afterwards. Mahalo to everyone who 
showed up, whether you brought an orchid in to 
share with the membership or brought food to share 
for our potluck.  

Thank you to the Board for all of your 
tremendous work. You continue to be stewards of 
the Hilo Orchid Society. Mahalo to Lillian for being 
our hospitality person, welcoming first-time 
attendees. Thank you to Dorothy and Larry for 
photographing the orchids. Larry also sets up our 
sound system every month. If I am leaving someone 
out at this moment, I apologize. Please know that I 
appreciate all of you who help to make the Society 
such a success.  

I am creating a new award—“The Unsung Hero 
Award’. Which deservedly goes to Past President 
Larry Kuekes, who chooses to wear many other hats, 
sometimes all at the same time. Not only is he our 
Past President, He is currently our Treasurer. His 
passion projects are maintaining our website and 
creating the monthly newsletters. And if that wasn’t 
enough, he coordinates the photo contest. BIG 
mahalo, Larry!  

I am so very excited that Tom Mirenda is our 
new President. If you didn’t know, Tom is a rock 
star in orchid and botanical circles. Here are some 
citations about him from the web:  

“Tom Mirenda knows orchids. He is the 
Chairman of the American Orchid Society's 
Preservation Committee and he has traveled the 
world investigating, and talking about, the many 
species of orchids that inhabit our planet. Currently 
living in Hawaii - a great launching point for 
investigating the world's orchids - Tom has been a 
mainstay of the Orchid community for many, many 
years. He worked for over 15 years as the Orchid 
Collection Specialist at the Smithsonian Institution, 
and until recently was the leading Orchid authority 
at the Hawaiian Tropical Botanical Garden on the 
Big Island, a locale notably lush with all manner of 
orchids. Tom writes extensively for Orchids 
Magazine and other orchid-focused publications, and 
he has co-authored a book on orchids, entitled The 
Book of Orchids.” [So Important! podcast]  

“He has worked with orchids at the New York 
Botanical Garden, the Brooklyn Botanic Garden and
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with the extensive private collection at the Greentree 
Estate in Long Island. He also served as floor 
manager at the New York International Orchid Show 
for several years.  

“The author of numerous articles on orchids, 
Tom’s contributions have appeared in the magazine 
of the American Orchid Society, the Orchid Review 
(UK), Orchid Digest and the Dutch publication, 
Orchideeën. He is passionate about building 
partnerships between the overlapping circles of 
botanic gardens, hobby and commercial growers, 
and scientists to work toward the goal of protecting 
orchids and their habitats. In his free time, Tom 
sings with the Victorian Lyric Opera Company, 
recently as Oswald from Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
Haddon Hall.” [Smithsonian Global]  

I am very excited to see where Tom leads the 
Society during his Presidency. And now, I am your 
PAST President. Thanks for the memories! 

  
Mahalo nui i ko ʻoe ola ʻana, 
(Thank you for being in my life)  
Dana  
 
CALENDAR OF ORCHID EVENTS 
The following events are held at Kamana Senior Center, Hilo 

unless otherwise noted 
Feb. 8 1:30-4:00 HOS Meeting 
Feb. 8 4:00 AOS judging 
Feb. 28 6:00 pm AOS judging, 875 Komohana St 
Mar. 14 1:30-4:00 HOS Meeting 
Mar. 14 4:00 AOS judging 
Mar. 27 6:00 pm AOS judging, 875 Komohana St 
 

Members’ Photos 

 
Cattleya (formerly Laelia) purpurata var. carnea.  Grown by Ben Oliveros.  Photo by Shelby Smith. 
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HILO ORCHID SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 

 
Please print this form, fill it out, and mail with your dues payment to: 
 

Hilo Orchid Society 
P.O. Box 4294 
Hilo, HI  96720 
 

Dues are $20 for individual membership, $25 for family membership. 

Please print clearly: 
Name:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ______________________________ 
 
Email for receiving newsletter:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
Check one: 

☐ Individual membership ($20) ☐ Family membership ($25) 
 
Check one: 

☐ I grant permission to publish this information in the Hilo Orchid Society Directory. ☐ I do not grant permission to publish this information in the Hilo Orchid Society Directory. 
 
Signature: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Optional: 
Are you interested in volunteering to help with any of the following activities?  Check as many as you like. 

☐ Monthly meetings ☐ Annual Orchid Show ☐ Orchid Isle Project (mounting orchids on trees in public spaces) ☐ Orchids at the Zoo ☐ Serving as an officer 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Hilo Orchid Society 
P.O Box 4294 
Hilo, HI  96720 
 

 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Visit us on the web at 
hiloorchidsociety.org 

Hilo Orchid Society Officers and Trustees 
President – Tom Mirenda 
Vice President – Ben Oliveros  345-1371 

oliveros@orchideros.com 
Treasurer – Larry Kuekes  860-380-7964  

lkuekes@me.com 
Recording Secretary – Lise Dowd lisedowd@aol.com 
Corresponding Secretary – Joe Bush 
 
 

Past President – Dana Culleney 430-6653 
 hilo.okika@gmail.com 
Trustee 2019-2020 – Lillian Paiva 
Trustee 2019-2020 – Dorothy Imagire 

dorothy.imagire@icloud.com 
Trustee 2020-2021 – Ingrid Mendoza 
Trustee 2020-2021 – Shelly Nowaki 
 
 
 
 
 


