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Next Meeting 
Date:  Sat., November 9, 2019 
Time:  1:30-4:00 
Place: Kamana Senior Center, 
 127 Kamana St., Hilo 
Speaker: John Jusczak 
Topic: Laelia anceps and its hybrids 
The artwork and T-shirt for our 2014 orchid show 
featured Laelia Santa Barbara Sunset ‘Showtime’, 
which gets is shape and its habit of producing many 
flowers on a long stem from its parent Laelia anceps 
(see photo at right). 

This month, John Jusczak will tell us all about 
Laelia anceps and a few of its hybrids. 

John is well known to 
HOS members, being 
active in the Society, 
having served on the 
Board of Trustees, and 
chairing ribbon judging at 
our annual show. John 
has been growing orchids 
for nearly 40 years. He 
had a small nursery in New Hampshire before moving 
to Hawaii with his wife Pat.  He is currently most 
interested in multifloral Paphs and the Cattleya 
alliance (especially “schomburgkia” hybrids) and is 
hybridizing in those areas.  John is an AOS judge. 

If you’d like to learn more about this beautiful 
species that’s easy to grow in our area, don’t miss this 
meeting!  

 
 
 
Sign Up for Holiday Party 
There will be no regular meeting in December.  
Instead, we’re holding our annual Holiday Party and 
Auction on Sunday, Dec. 15 at Nani Mau Gardens in 
Hilo. 

 
Laelia Santa Barbara Sunset ‘Showtime’, a Laelia anceps 
hybrid.  Grown by Bill Rawson. 
 

The event includes a delicious buffet lunch, 
followed by the auction of donated plants, where you 
have the chance to obtain some special plants and 
benefit your Society at the same time. 

You must sign up and pay in advance.  You’re 
welcome to bring guests.  The price is: 
• $25 per person if you bring a plant for our orchid 

gift exchange 
• $30 per person if you don’t do the gift exchange 
If you bring a plant for the gift exchange, you get to 
take home a plant (randomly selected). Your gift 
exchange plant does not have to be in bloom, but 
please make sure it’s free of pests such as little fire 
ants.   

Either price is less than the actual cost of the meal; 
the Society is subsidizing your ticket!  If you’d like to 
attend, please sign up and pay at the November 
meeting, or send your check to: 

Hilo Orchid Society 
P.O. Box 4294 
Hilo, HI  96720 

Checks must be received by Dec. 1, so don’t delay! 
Nani Mau Gardens includes 22 acres of beautiful 

tropical flowers and plants.  There is plenty of free 
parking.  Directions to Nani Mau Gardens will be in 
the December newsletter. 
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Election of Officers and Trustees 
The election of officers and trustees for 2020 will take 
place at the November meeting. Board members serve 
two-year terms, with half the members up for election 
each year.  For 2020, our Nominating Committee has 
produced the following slate of officers and trustees: 

President 
Tom Mirenda is a well-
known figure in the 
orchid world, author of 
monthly columns for 
Orchids magazine and 
former curator of the 
Smithsonian Institution’s 
orchid collection.  He 
recently moved back to 
Hawaii, where in his 20s 
he first came to love 
orchids. 

President-Elect 
Karl Mendonca was our 
Show Chair in 2017 and 
2018.  Karl grew up in 
Hilo.  His interest in the 
outdoors led to a degree 
in Forestry.  After a 
career in Oregon and 
Colorado in the U.S. 
Forest Service and 
Bureau of Land Man-
agement, Karl returned to Hilo with his wife Sandi.  
In addition to orchids, he is an avid grower of palms 
and bonsai and is currently adding a koi pond. 
 
Treasurer 
Larry Kuekes is our 
current Treasurer and 
was President in 
2014-2015.  He is 
also our newsletter 
editor and webmaster.  
He moved to Hawaii 
in 2010 and grows a 
small but diverse 
collection of mostly 
species orchids. 
 

Trustee 
Ingrid Mendoza and 
her husband Daniel 
Dunnom, who is one of 
our scholarship award 
winners, moved to 
Hawaii in 2015 and 
helped out at last year’s 
orchid show. Ingrid 
enjoys knitting, hiking, 
and collecting orchids. 

Trustee 
Shelly Nowaki was an 
HOS scholarship award 
winner in 2015-2016 
and went on to become 
very active in HOS.  
For the past several 
years, Shelly has 
chaired our Scholarship 
Committee. 

 
Additional nominations may be made from the floor.  
Any additional nominees must be present at the 
meeting and willing to run against the slate endorsed 
by the Nominating Committee. 

 
CALENDAR OF ORCHID EVENTS 
The following events are held at Kamana Senior Center, Hilo 

unless otherwise noted 
Nov. 9 1:30-4:00 HOS Meeting 
Nov. 9 4:00 AOS judging 
Nov. 22 6:00 pm AOS judging, 875 Komohana St. 
Dec. 14 4:00 AOS Judging 
Dec. 15 11:00 am Holiday Party, Nani Mau Gardens 
Jan. 11 1:30-4:00 HOS Meeting 
Jan. 11 4:00 AOS judging 
Jan. 24 6:00 pm AOS judging, 875 Komohana St. 
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Fall Nursery Tour Photos by Dana Culleney and Janice Williams 

   
Left: Mindy and John Clark welcome the group to Kalapana Tropicals, the first nursery on our Fall Nursery Tour on Oct. 13. 
Right: Mindy offered us lovely snacks. 
 

   
Left: A mini-Catt at Newman’s Nursery, second nursery on the tour. 
Right: A bench full of Phalaenopsis at Carmela Orchids, third nursery on the tour. 
 

   
Left: the transport car was full of orchids by the end of the tour, as was the transport van. 
Right: A bus full of happy orchid growers at the end of our Fall Nursery Tour.  Mahalo to Jerome Siebenrock (front left) who arranged 
the tour. 
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October Members Choice Photos by Dorothy Imagire 

   
Left: 1st place: Vanda coerulea, grown by Glen Barfield 
Right: 3rd place: Cattleya dormaniana ‘Okika’ HCC/AOS, grown by Glen Barfield 
 

 
2nd place: Dendrobium, grown by Jeff Fendentz 
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September AOS Awards Photos by Glen Barfield 

   
Left: Cattleya dormaniana ‘Okika’ HCC/AOS, grown by Glen Barfield 
Right: Cattleya Sierra Winter ‘Bodacious’ AM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
 
 

 
Cattleya dormaniana ‘Orchid Eros’ CCM/AOS, grown by Orchid Eros 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Hilo Orchid Society 
P.O Box 4294 
Hilo, HI  96720 
 

 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Visit us on the web at 
hiloorchidsociety.org 

Hilo Orchid Society Officers and Trustees 
President – Dana Culleney 430-6653 
 hilo.okika@gmail.com 
President-Elect Tom Mirenda 
Vice President – Ben Oliveros  345-1371 

oliveros@orchideros.com 
Treasurer – Larry Kuekes  860-380-7964  

lkuekes@me.com 
Recording Secretary – Lise Dowd lisedowd@aol.com 
Corresponding Secretary – Joe Bush 
 
 

Past President – Rick Kelley 756-8145 
 ricklkelley@att.net 
Trustee 2018-2019 – Ken Armour 808-963-6233 
Trustee 2018-2019 – Nathan Sherwood 808-365-5824 

nathan@akatsukaorchid.com 
Trustee 2019-2020 – Lillian Paiva 
Trustee 2019-2020 – Dorothy Imagire 

dorothy.imagire@icloud.com 
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